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“Where character, commitment, 

and community come together in 

a school for all.” 

Honoring Ludden legacies 

Bishop Ludden’s Inaugural Athletic 

Hall of Fame on Aug. 1 drew a large 

and   happy crowd of alumni and their            

families to celebrate and honor the 

very first inductees.  

Inductees included athletes Mark             

Wadach, Phil Harlow, Chet DeLucia, 

Bob Ulrich, Joan Thornton, Martha 

Mogish Rowe, Jim Roy, Gretchen Byr-

ne Burns, Mike Naton, Tom Whelan, 

Pat Driscoll, John Johnstone and Len 

Rauch; the Green Machine; coaches 

Terry Quigley, Dave Didio, Jerry Wil-

cox, and Pat Donnely. Special recogni-

tion went to Carol “Stash” Stanley.  

More photos on the inductees can be 

found inside on pages 5 and 6.  



SCHOOL NEWS 

IN BRIEF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH RECORDS 
Parents, please drop off or mail 
in a copy of updated health    
records/physicals to the Health 
Office.  
 
Any new students, please send 
your paperwork as well.   

 

AMAZON SMILES ON LUDDEN 

Bishop Ludden was recently added 

to the Amazon Smile list of                

charitable organizations you can 

donate to when shopping its web-

site.  

Amazon Smile, an arm of Ama-

zon.com, allows you to donate to a 

charity of choice without actually 

spending any additional money of 

your own. Instead, Amazon           

donates .5% of eligible purchases 

to your favorite charitable              

organization with no fees or extra 

cost. You simply choose where you 

want it sent.  

Please keep us in mind next time 

you shop smile.amazon.com! 

IB Programme starts strong 
Given that we could not have picked a more difficult year to undertake our initial         
implementation of the International Baccalaureate Program, our students and staff came 
through very well!  
 
More than 40 juniors and seniors took part in IB courses and completed both internal 
and external assessments this spring.  The students took assessments in Environmental 
Systems and Societies as well as in Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches. 
 
For the internal assessment, each student had to complete a project, which was then 
reviewed and graded by the teacher for their course here at Bishop Ludden. These            
assessments were then submitted to the IB for review.  The students sat for exams in mid
-May for their external assessment, with these exams then being submitted to the IB to 
be graded. The final grade for each assessment is made up from the results of both as-
sessments. These grades were released by the IB on July5. 
 
Prior to the exams, the IB teachers were asked to predict grades for each student for 
their course. In just about every case, our teachers were extremely accurate with their 
predictions! Course grades range from 1-7 with 7 being the highest score.  
 
Congratulations go out to William Anderson and Sarah Boyea, who scored the highest on 
the Environmental Systems exam, as well as to Brian Buttner who had the highest score 
on the Mathematics exam. 
 
We are looking forward to our second year as an IB program, with approximately 15 sen-
iors hoping to complete the Diploma Program (DP) as well as 10 new juniors                   
entering the DP. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to IB co-
ordinator Heidi Busa at hbusa@syrdiocese.org. 

WANTED: PART-TIME HELP 
The Centers at St. Camillus is     

seeking (paid) part-time help from 

students and others to work in its 

resident dining area.  

If interested, please call Chrissy 

Bonk at 315-488-2951 ext. 218 or 

apply online at st-camillus.org/

careers/ and search dining         

services. 

As we are approaching the new school year, we are adding a modified boys and girls cross 
country team, along with a varsity boys and girls cross country team. Please email Coach 
Coolican at acoolican@syrdiocese.org if you are interested.  
 
Even if your student does not think of themselves as a "runner," students of differing                 
abilities can achieve impressive goals in a variety of ways. While running cross country can 
be tiring, it's not a student's athletic ability that propels them past the finish line, but rather 
a constant testing of their mental fortitude and grit. Running a race becomes a metaphor 
for overcoming the adversity that may come the students' way in later life. Cross country         
students grow in ways that complement what they learn in the classroom, and also helps 
them develop realistic goal-setting skills that can apply to any activity they choose to pur-
sue. 
 
Practices for varsity will begin Aug. 23, and we will practice Monday through Friday at 9 a.m. 
until the school year begins. Once school starts, practices will be at 3:15 p.m. on weekdays. 
The modified team will begin practice on the first day of school, and will also practice at 
3:15 p.m.. 

Ludden to add modified cross country team 

mailto:acoolican@syrdiocese.org


DRAMA 

Bishop Ludden Jr/Sr High School presents  

“Nooses Off” 

“Nooses Off” by Don Zolidis, is a 
light and funny murder mys-
tery/comedy suitable for all ages.  
 
An amateur theater company's whodunit hurtles towards opening night -- but the 
real mystery is whether the cast and crew can get this disaster to curtain call. It 
won't be easy when the costume designer's bent on revenge, the actors are 
wrapped up in a revolving door of showmances, one suitcase plays the role of 
nine, and the playwright won't admit that Nine Little Indians might owe a little 
something to Agatha Christie. The best seat in the house is backstage on opening 
night in this full-throttled homage to Michael Frayn's classic comedy.  
 

7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 13 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 14 



ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 
Thank you to all who participated in the 2021 Golf Tournament! 

The 28th Annual Patrick T. 
Mathews Golf Tournament was 
held Aug. 2 at Tuscarora Golf 
Club in Marcellus.  
 
The tournament is the highlight 
of the summer; more than 100 
alumni and friends of Bishop 
Ludden enjoy a day of laughs, 
camaraderie, and competition.  
 
We are always grateful to be able 
to gather together each summer. 



The Inaugural Athletic Hall of Fame: Success! 
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Thank you to all who attended Bishop Ludden’s Inaugural Athletic Hall of Fame. It was a night to remember and we look 

forward to continuing the tradition each year.  
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Bishop Ludden High School 

2021 Inaugural Athletic Hall of Fame 

Athlete  Sport      Years 

Mark Wadach  Basketball, Football, Baseball,  Faculty  1966-69 

Phil Harlow  Basketball, Track & Field    1966-69 

Chet DeLucia  Football, Track & Field    1969-73 

Bob Ulrich  Bsketball, Baseball    1970-74 

Joan Thornton  Basketball, Softball, Field Hockey   1973-76 

Martha Mogish Rowe Basketball     1974-77 

Jim Roy   Golf      1974-77 

Gretchen Byrne Burns Basketball, Golf, Soccer, Speed Skating  1974-78 

Mike Naton  Golf, Football     1974-78 

Tom Whelan  Basketball, Cross Country, Lacrosse   1975-79 

Pat Driscoll  Basketball     1982-85 

John Johnstone  Baseball, Basketball    1984-87 

Len Rauch  Basketball, Baseball    1984-87 

Coach 
Terry Quigley  Basketball, Faculty    1963-73 

Dave Didio  Football, Track & Field, AD, Faculty   1966-86 

Jerry Wilcox  Basketball, Faculty    1974-87 

Pat Donnelly  Basketball     1988-2018 

 

Special Recognition 
Carol “Stash” Stanley Softball—STAN MILL MITT    1963-67 

Team 
Green Machine  Basketball     1968-69 



Class Reunions: SAVE THE DATES!  
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“The Up Side of Downs: Lisa Palermo Matto celebrates 
her daughter in new book” 
When you enter the Matto home in 
Fayetteville, you know instantly you’re in 
the home of a loving family. Photo collag-
es adorn the walls – pictures of smiling 
children on beaches, posing with parents, 
sharing moments of joy with one another. 
 
For Lisa Palermo Matto, telling the story 
of her daughter, Marlee, is about sharing 
her sense of wonder and joy with a broad-
er audience. Marlee has a wide smile, a 
big heart and mischievous sense of hu-
mor. She also has Down Syndrome. 
 
In February, Lisa published her first book, 
The Up Side of Downs, available on ama-
zon.com, in which she tells Marlee’s story 
through a series of hilarious and heartfelt 
anecdotes that capture exactly what the 
title suggests. 
 
“Marlee would get into these situations 
that were really funny sometimes, and 
sometimes really nerve-wracking,” Lisa 
said. When she would recount these sto-
ries to family and friends, they would 
often tell her that she had to write it all 
down. Eventually, there were enough 
stories to compile into a book. 
 
That process began about five years ago, 
but when the pandemic arrived, it gave 
Lisa the opportunity to really dig into fin-
ishing the book. She utilized the graphic 
talents of a neighbor, Brooke Stratton, for 

the layout and illustrations that accompa-
ny each story. Stratton, she said, was in-
strumental in helping her through the 
publishing process on Amazon. 
 
“It came together,” she said, “so far be-
yond what I ever imagined how well re-
ceived it would be.” Lisa is quick to point 
out that this is not a self-help book filled 
with parenting tips. Rather it is a celebra-
tion of Marlee and of the community that 
has helped her thrive. “I wrote this book 
to chronicle Marlee,” she said. “But I think 
what I found out when doing the read-
backs was how much I grew. And I think 
that is a hopeful observation for parents 
that have younger kids than we do.” 
 
Marlee, now 20, is at times gregarious 
and at others a little bashful. She is self-
conscious about the way her eyes look, 
but happy to share a smile. She likes to 
play jokes and has a crush on the actor 
Chris Pine (“I’m obsessed with him.”) 
She’s looking forward to going to Inclusive 
U at Syracuse University in the fall, but at 
the same time she has apprehensions 
about leaving home. 
 
In many ways, she’s a lot like other young 
women her age. “Our kids want to be 
independent,” Lisa said. “They have 
dreams and hopes and friends and school 
– just like everybody else.” 
 

The book chronicles Marlee’s adventures, 
and at times misadventures, in a way that 
all parents can appreciate. It shares the 
story of family vacations with Lisa, her 
husband Dave, and Marlee’s brother Ca-
sey, and of the landmark events that eve-
ry child looks forward to: the school play, 
playing sports on a team, the prom. 
 
There was the time Marlee took off in a 
golf cart with a terrified and unsuspecting 
passenger in tow. Another time, she wan-
dered from her grandparents’ condo in 
Florida wearing only her birthday suit. 
Once at the zoo, she picked up a little girl 
toddler and took off with her “because 
she so cute and I want a sister.” 
 
It also tells the story of a girl with a big 
heart, who makes friends easily and finds 
joy in bringing happiness to others. And 
Lisa is quick to point out that their greater 
community had a lot to do with Marlee’s 
successes, in particular, their neighbors, 
the Donellas, who have been a part of 
Marlee’s life since a very early age. 
 
“What I hope people will take away from 
the book is to see the abilities – the abili-
ties in her, but also the abilities in the 
people in the neighborhood that we have, 
and the community that we have, and the 
school district that we have,” she said. 
“People [should] see what a difference 
that made.” 

Lisa Palermo Matto, (‘84) was recently featured in Eagle Newspapers. The 
article initially published in Syracuse Woman Magazine.  Read below.  

Class reunions are being scheduled. Check our website for more information:  
https://www.bishopludden.org/alumni/reunion-events/ 
 

Class of 1980 (40th reunion) 
Postponed 

Class of 1981 (40th reunion) 
September 10th &11th, 2021 

Class of 1990, 1991, 1992 (30th reunion) 
September 25, 2021 
If you missed your reunion or need your contact information updated, please contact 315-459-7201. 

https://www.bishopludden.org/alumni/reunion-events/


ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 

Rinnell Serae Curry, Bishop Ludden alumna, class of 2005 
Ms. Rinnell Serae Curry, 33, of Charlotte, 
NC, departed this life on July 4, 2021 due 
to a fatal accident. Rinnell was born on 
August 15, 1987 in Mississippi. After the 
death of her mother in San Antonio, Texas, 
she became a resident of Syracuse, NY. She 
attended Meachem Elementary and gradu-
ated from Bishop Ludden High School. She 
also attended Hofstra University where she 

became a member of the Xi Gamma Chapter of Delta Sigma The-
ta Sorority, Inc.  
 
Rinnell was a very outgoing person who enjoyed shopping, trav-
eling, and seeking new challenges. She previously resided in New 
York City, California, Massachusetts, and finally North Carolina 

acquiring many friends and associates. Her favorite pastime was 
spending quality time with friends and family.  
 
Rinnell was preceded in death by her biological mother, Florinda 
J. Curry and grandparents Marcus and Agnes Curry. She is sur-
vived by her guardian aunt, Karen M. Lee; two sisters, Karla M. 
Green (Dexter) of Syracuse and Jasmine Johnson of North Point, 
NC; two favorite aunts, Robyne Daniels (Matthew) and Eloise 
Curry (Marcus) both of Syracuse, NY; as well as her Godfather, 
King Bryant (Juanita) of Franklinton, NC; and several aunts, un-
cles, cousins, and friends. Lastly, she leaves to cherish her cat, 
"Fancy."  
 
Share condolences at faronandsoninc.com.  

Kevin Sinclair, Bishop Ludden alumnus, class of 1999 
Kevin Sinclair, beloved son, brother, uncle and friend passed 
away at the age of 40. Born and raised in Syracuse, he also called 
New York City and San Francisco, CA home for extended periods. 
After attending St. Patrick’s Elementary School, Kevin graduated 
from Bishop Ludden in 1999.  He received a degree in finance 
from SUNY Binghamton where he was a member of the Chi Phi 
fraternity and formed many lifelong friendships. Kevin worked in 
finance as a Consultant for HarperCollins Publishers, Bank of 
America and most recently Wells Fargo.   
 
Kevin enjoyed traveling to beautiful locations and has visited 
many countries including Vietnam, Japan and the Philippines. He 
was known for his skills as a tour guide and enjoyed showing off 
the cities he’s called home to his family.   
                                                                                                               

Kevin was preceded in death by his grandparents, Don and Helen 
Sinclair and Jerome and Celestine Youngs.  He is survived by his 
loving parents, Don and Mary Sinclair of Syracuse, his siblings, 
Kim (Steve) Dunham, Chris Sinclair, Jeremy (Janielle) Sinclair, all 
of Camillus and Elizabeth (Brian) White of Eldersberg, MD and 
his nephews and nieces, Connor, Bridget, Elizabeth and Maken-
na Dunham, Henry White and Harper Sinclair and numerous 
aunts, uncles and cousins.   
 
In lieu of flowers, please consider donating in Kevin’s memory to 
help others to nourish their minds or bodies. National Alliance 
on Mental Illness: NAMI Syracuse, 917 Avery Ave, Syracuse, NY 
13204, namisyracuse.org or St. Patrick/St. Brigid’s Food Pantry 
216 N Lowell Avenue, Syracuse NY 13204.  

HOPE for Bereaved offers sup-port groups that cover many differ-ent forms of grief as well as one-on-

one counseling. The organization was founded on the understanding that sharing the journey from grief 

to hope with others who are going through or have experienced the same suffering is essential to the 

healing process.  

HOPE for Bereaved staffs a Help Line (315) 475-HOPE (4673), publish-es a monthly newsletter and pre-

sents community education pro-grams to stay closely connected with those in need – always free of 

charge.  


