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IMPORTANT  PHONE NUMBERS: 
• Main Office: 
 Ms. Scott 
 (315) 468-2591 

• Health Office: 
 Ms. Jack 
 (315) 459-7160 
• Counseling Office: 
 Ms. Buttner 
 (315) 488-3237 
• Enrollment 
 Ms. Coolican 
 (315) 579-0086 
• Tuition Office: 
 Dc. Nick  Alvaro 
 (315) 459-7175 
• Development Office: 
 Ms. Gilheney 
 (315) 579-0061 
• Alumni Relations 
 Ms. Corcoran 
 (315) 459-7201 

“Where character, commitment, 

and community come together in 

a school for all.” 

Please fax your student’s physicals 
and shot records to the health office 
at 315-671-9710, especially if this is 
their first year as a Bishop Ludden 

student. Thank you! 

NOTE FOR PARENTS 

LEFT: Ms. Hanson’s 

7th-graders may think 

otherwise. Here, they 

are  applying their 

understanding of the 

human body systems 

by drawing the various 

structures in a diagram 

of one of their fellow 

classmates. 

I’m ‘only 
human?’ 

2021: Unfortunately, our spring trip to Scotland, England, and France will not be 
taking place in March as planned due to COVID. We are still reviewing our op-
tions on this adventure. Stay tuned! 
 
2022: We have a wonderful trip planned for April 2022 to Germany and 
France! The highlights include Berlin, Bastogne, Paris, and Normandy. If you are 
interested, please visit eftours.com and enter the tour # 2366542EX or contact 
Mrs. Pietropaolo at spietropaolo@syrdiocese.org  or Mr. 
Pietropaolo at tpietropaolo@syrdiocese.org for more 
information.  We are looking forward to traveling again! 

Trip News 

http://eftours.com/
mailto:spietropaolo@syrdiocese.org
mailto:tpietropaolo@syrdiocese.org


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Board of Trustees holds strong with 15 high-caliber members  

Jim Gaspo (Chair) 
Regional VP, Commercial Lending, TD Bank 
 

Hon. James E. Baker 
Professor of Law; Director, Institute for Security Policy and Law; 
Professor of Public Administration, Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs  
 

Eileen Conboy 
“I am honored to be a member of the Board. I worked for 13 years at Bish-
op Ludden; my three children, Kevin, Brian, and Kaitlyn graduated from 
Bishop Ludden. The great education my children received and the friend-
ships we created continue to be so much a part of our lives.  I currently 
work at West Genesee as the District Registrar and Administrative Assis-
tant to the Superintendent.” 

 
“Small things done with great love will change the world.”  - Mother Teresa 
 

John Corey (Vice Chair) 
Retired CEO 
 

Leo Cosgrove 
Principal, Bishop Ludden 
 

William Crist 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Diocese of Syracuse 
 

Christian Day 
A professor of law at Syracuse University, Christian Day is married to Ann 
Day who taught AP biology at Bishop Ludden and was instrumental in 
bringing the International Baccalaureate Programme to the 
school. Aristotle, Saint Thomas Aquinas, Edmund Burke, Eisenhower, 
Grant, Washington, and Hamilton all have influenced his life. Chris believes 
in the mission of Bishop Ludden that fosters spiritual growth, moral devel-

opment, academic excellence, and life-long learning. 
 
From the last line of The Great Gatsby, "So we beat on, boats against the current, borne 
back ceaselessly into the past."  - F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

Robert Ganley (Chair of Facilities Committee) 
Robert Ganley ‘70 earned his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering at 
SUNY Buffalo, and his Master of Science in Environmental Engineering at 
Syracuse University. He retired as vice president at O’Brien and Gere Engi-
neer, after 45 years of service. Ganley has served on the Bishop Ludden 
Board of Trustees for more than 10 years with a focus on helping with 
building facilities. He has two sons, both Bishop Ludden graduates, Casey 

(class of 2011) and Dan (class of 2012).   
 
 “Let your core values and principles guide each decision in life.” 

On  July 1, 2015, Bishop Lud-
den Jr-Sr High School be-

came an independent New York Edu-
cational Corporation. Subsequently, 
through a newly formed and inde-
pendent Board of Trustees, the Bish-
op Ludden community would have 
direct input, and would be in partner-
ship with the Bishop and his top dioc-
esan advisors, in making all decisions 
regarding Bishop Ludden. 
 
By having independence and a great-
er degree of autonomy, Ludden now 
enjoys the more active involvement 
of our alumni, our students, and our 
faculty and administration in enroll-
ment, fundraising, development, and 
the overall stewardship of Bishop 
Ludden’s operations. Due to the shift 
in governance, the Bishop Ludden 
community can now determine the 
course being set for our great school 
in accordance with the values and 
needs of our great community. 
 
The present Board is populated by 
individuals with diverse backgrounds, 
each one bringing their specific exper-
tise to navigate Bishop Ludden’s pre-
sent and future course. Under Bishop 
Ludden’s by-laws, all board members 
have term limits, which will provide 
an opportunity for other qualified and 
interested individuals to join the 
Board. 
 
Our bylaws require the Board of Trus-
tees to meet on a quarterly basis, 
with much of the work of the Board 
happening through several active and 
focused committees. These com-
mittees work with the school staff and 
administration to assist in specific 
areas of the school’s operations. The 
committees include groups focused 
on finance, facilities, alumni, fund 
development, marketing, enrollment 
management, and mission effective-
ness. 

Board members Continued on page 3 
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Daniel Gilheney (Treasurer/Chair of Finance Committee) 
Dan Gilheney is a member of the Bishop Ludden Class of 1980 
and a 1984 graduate of Ithaca College. Dan is a life-long resi-
dent of the Central New York area and currently resides in 
Camillus with his wife Kathleen — also a 1980 Bishop Ludden 
alumna. While residing in Camillus, Dan and Kathy take any 
opportunity they can to spend time with their children and 

friends on 4th Lake in the Adirondacks. Dan is an owner and the managing 
partner of Firley, Moran, Freer & Eassa, CPA, P.C. a 90-person CPA firm 
located in Downtown Syracuse. Dan is also an owner of FMF&E Wealth 
Management, LLC. Over many years of involvement with Bishop Ludden, 
Dan has served on the golf tournament, sweepstakes, finance and devel-
opment committees assisting in the organization of various events as well 
as volunteering at each of them.   
 
   “What I look at or think about almost daily  — is a newspaper clip from 
Tim Finchem, the retired commissioner of the PGA. The clip includes his 5 
tips for managing well – 1) do it now; 2) communicate, communicate, com-
municate; 3) seek consensus, but recognize when to sacrifice unanimity for 
decisiveness; 4) remember that as a leader of the team you are also a 
member of that team; and 5) take what you do seriously, but not yourself.”  
 
Heather Skapura Lamendola (Chair of Enrollment Committee) 
Heather is a 1989 Alumna of Bishop Ludden, received her Bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Maryland, and holds a Master’s degree in Ur-

ban Planning from the University at Buffalo. Heather is cur-
rently Assistant Director of the Syracuse-Onondaga County 
Planning Agency, where she serves as the City of Syracuse 
Zoning Administrator. She is also a member and past Presi-
dent of the House Corporation of Delta Gamma Sorority at 
Syracuse University.  Heather’s education and expertise have 

been valuable as a member of the Facilities Committee and as Chair of the 
Enrollment Committee. She has also been instrumental, together with 
other parents, in establishing P4L (Parents for Ludden), and volunteers in 
many capacities at school.  Heather is also a proud Bishop Ludden parent, 
as her daughter Amelia is a member of the Class of 2021.   
 
“Be kind, always.  You never know what someone else is going through.”  
“Be generous with your time, talent, spirit, and heart.”  
 
Carl Masterpole 
Carl Masterpole is a member of the Bishop Ludden Class of 1982 and grad-
uated from St. John Fisher College in 1987. He is married to Ludden class-

mate Susan Kozlowski Masterpole. He is a partner at the Mas-
terpole Murphy Agency, an independent insurance agency in 
Syracuse. He has been the chairman of the alumni golf tour-
nament for more than 25 years. Masterpole is also a member 
and past chairman of the Bishop Ludden Board of Trustees. 
  

 “If not us, who? If not now, when?” 
 

Board members Continued from page 2 Catholic Sun highlights 
goodwill of BL alumni 

The Catholic Sun recently published an article fea-

turing Bishop Ludden alumni Oscar Vergara, Rollin 

Mincher, and Joseph O’Hara. Read in full below: 

A holiday lunch-to-go, sprinkled 
with Ludden-like charity 
 
   Eastwood Community Center Director Rollin Mincher 
hefts a bag for a senior citizen, followed by Kitchen 
Manager Sharon Morrison and Volunteer Maria Mel-
lace. 
   The good elf wears sandals, but not this time. 
   On Dec. 22, a day when he normally enjoys 85- to 95-
degree temperatures and hands out Christmas pre-
sents in his native Colombia, Oscar Vergara instead 
stood in a cold wind, his elf hat pushing down on his 
ears and his hands seeking warmth in his pockets out-
side the Frank DeFrancisco Eastwood Community Cen-
ter in Syracuse. 
   Vergara was helping to distribute the drive-through 
Christmas lunches at the center where he coordinates 
the program for senior citizens. 
   The lunch giveaway was appreciated by all, including 
the man who called out “Ho-ho-ho.” But for 17 consec-
utive years until the coronavirus pandemic hit, using 
his own money and donations, Vergara ran his “Project 
Smiles”: He loaded dolls, toys, clothing, and candies 

Continued on page 9 

Oscar Vergara (left), Rollin Micher (right) and Sha-

ron Morrison (background). Photo by  Tom 

Maguire.  

Continued on page 4 



Monica Merante 
Monica Cerio Merante (’98) grew up as the young-
est of five children in Camillus and was able to 
attend Bishop Ludden due to generous financial 
aid and scholarships. After graduating from Syra-
cuse University, she began her career in the non-
profit sector, and currently works at the Central 

New York Community Foundation helping connect donors 
with the charities and causes they care about. Monica lives in 
the city of Syracuse with her three dogs: Lucy, Marcy, and 
Gus. 
  
“Even after all this time, the sun never says to the earth ‘you 
owe me.’ Look what happens with a love like that – it lights up 
the whole sky.” -  Hafize 
 
Suzanne Pietropaolo 
Educator, 40 years at Bishop Ludden 
 
Grace Ganley 

Grace Ganley is a Commercial Relationship Man-
ager at Citizens Bank in Syracuse. After living in 
Boston, Detroit, and Chicago she moved back to 
Syracuse to be a part of the community she 
knows and loves. She is a proud Bishop Ludden 
and St. Bonaventure alum and enjoys traveling 

and spending time with friends and family. Ganley is also mar-
ried to a Ludden alum, Casey Ganley (class of 2011). 
 

 “The simple things are also the most extraordinary things, and 
only the wise can see them.” - The Alchemist 
 
Thomas Royal 
School Administrator, Syracuse City School District 

Board members Continued from page 3 

Ms. Hanson’s Living 
Environment students 
recently researched 
different types of can-
cers and created fact 
sheets about them. 
Seventh graders par-
ticipated by bringing 
in different colored 
ribbons that repre-
sent a specific cancer. 
Stop by the 300-wing 
to learn more! 

Research & Ribbons Verses about fear and anxiety 
to remind us God is in control  
 
Source: Written by Debbie McDaniel Website: crosswalk.com/
blogs/debbie-mcdaniel/33-verses-to-remind-us--we-do-not-
have-to-fear.html 
 
Fear. One of the enemy’s most popular weapons that he uses 
against us. Worry, anxiety, fear … can overwhelm us with a 
thick shadow of darkness, controlling our every move and de-
cision. 
So much crazy going on around us today — wars, conflicts, 
persecution, violence, crime, natural disasters, terrorism, eco-
nomic uncertainty, unemployment, divisions, disease, 
death. We fear for our children’s future, we fear for our fami-
lies, we fear for our financial future, we fear for our safe-
ty. The list goes on … long. There actually is a lot we could po-
tentially worry about. 
Yet reality tells us that so much of what we spend our time 
worrying about never even happens. Living under the weight 
of the "what if's" is a hard place to dwell.  
I struggled with fear and worry for years. But through time, I 
began to find that the things that once would have sent me 
down an anxious spiral, no longer had the same effect. It did-
n’t happen quickly but over days, months, years. 
 
I read words — of life — of truth. Soaking them in, over and 
over, praying them out loud. Until they became so familiar, 
they replaced the other things in my mind that I’d battled 
against. There’s nothing magical about words and verses, but 
there is power through them because they’re God’s words.  
Change happened. Anxious thoughts began to diminish. Worry 
let go of its constant grip. And though fear is sometimes still 
there, it no longer wields control, holding me back, paralyzing 
me in its grasp.  
His words are “life” words, soothing to our soul, calming to our 
spirits, giving power to our days.   
It’s not always easy, and it often comes down to a choice:  
Choosing not to allow fear and anxiety to control your life.  
Choosing to guard your heart.  
Choosing to focus your mind on what is true in the midst of 
uncertain times. 
We might still feel afraid, but we can believe that God is with 
us. We may not be in control, but we can trust the One who 
is. We may not know the future, but we can know the God 
who does. 
 

Bible verses to remind us we do not have to fear 
1.  “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.” ~ Isaiah 41:10 
2.  “When I am afraid, I put my trust in you."  ~ Psalm 56:3 

Continued on page 5 

https://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/debbie-mcdaniel/33-verses-to-remind-us--we-do-not-have-to-fear.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/debbie-mcdaniel/33-verses-to-remind-us--we-do-not-have-to-fear.html
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3.  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
~ Philippians 4:6-7 
 
4.  “Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I give 
you. I do not give it as the world does. Do not be worried and 
upset; do not be afraid.” ~ John 14:27 
 
5.  “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind.” ~ 2 Timothy 1:7 

Be assured, He is with you in whatever you face, in the turmoil 
and struggles, amidst the anxious thoughts and the worries of 
life. He is there, strengthening, helping, and He holds you in His 
hands. God is greater. He gives us the power to live courageous-
ly, boldly, fearlessly in this life, when many things that surround 
us would tell us to be afraid. His truth whispers strong and sure 
to the deepest core of our spirits. “Do not fear.” 
 
All of that stuff on your mind? Give it to Him — again. Replace 
those fearful thoughts with His words of truth. And sleep in 
peace tonight. He knows what concerns you, He’s got you cov-
ered.  

God is in Control Continued from page 4 

Snow Day! 
Not one, but two in a 

row! See how some 

students spent their 

time! 

Katie McCarron (9th) 

completes an art project. 

Sisters Siobhan Kivlehan (10th) and Deidre 

Kivlehan (12th) go night-time sledding.  

Aidan Grealish-Liquori (8th)

sledding with his little brother. for 

his snow day. 

Sisters Carmel and Rena Suh, both 9th 

graders, make snow angels together. 

Frank Manzi  (7th) enjoys a 

chilly root beer float. 

Brenna 

Lillis (7th) 

works out 

at home. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/passage/?q=philippians+4:6-7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-27.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/1-7.html


COUNSELING NEWS 

Wanted: Feedback! 

Scheduling for the 2020-21 school year is planned for February and March with Mr. Baker or Mrs. Schoeneck.  

• 7th grade: in a large group through Religion 

• 8th grade: individual conferences with students will be set up and letters sent home to invite a parent/guardian 

• 9th grade: individual conferences with students during religion 

• 10th grade: individual conferences with students during a study hall or Religion class 

• 11th grade: individual conferences with students will be set up and letters sent home to invite a parent/guardian virtually 
 
The Program of Studies will be posted on our website as well as sent home via email to all parents and students very soon! Please 
look for the course selection sheet to come home after your son/daughter’s appointment.  Please review it with your child, sign and 
return to the Counseling Office as soon as you can. If you have questions on your child’s schedule for the 2021-22 school year, 
please call the appropriate counselor.  

There will be a Syracuse National College Fair at Onondaga Community College on Monday, March 15 from 5 p.m. –  7:30 p.m. and 
Tuesday, March 16 from 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in the SRC Arena. Most likely it will be a virtual fair. This is a great time for any high 
school student to come check out what different colleges have to offer. More detailed information will go out at a later date.  

National Honor Society applications will be given out this month to those juniors who qualify. Any junior who has an overall GPA of 
90 or higher will be invited to apply. More information to follow! 

Seniors … keep checking Naviance for scholarship opportunities! And please notify Mrs. Schoeneck and Mrs. Buttner of college ap-
plication outcomes. 

Scheduling to take place in February, March 

DeSpirito graduates AIT as Army 
Communication Specialist 

Class of 2020 alumni 
John DeSpirito joined 
the Army National 
Guard after gradu-
ating from Bishop 
Ludden. Most recent-
ly, he graduated 
from Fort Gordon, 
Georgia AIT with his 
Military Occupational 
Specialty (MOS) as 
Army Communica-
tion Specialist.  His 
rank is now Private 
1st Class. John is cur-
rently registered with 
OCC to study Liberal 
Arts and will begin 
classes this semester. 
Congratulations, 
John! 

I was hired here at Bishop Ludden to help provide 
a yearly After-Prom Party and fund raise to secure 
that prized event. Last year, we banked nearly 
$7,000 before COVID shut us down. 
 
This year, even in the recent light of vaccine 
rollouts, I feel professionally hand-tied about what 
to do or plan for this spring.  
 
I would LOVE YOUR IDEAS AND FEEDBACK … as it 
takes a lot to organize and pull off a successful and 
safe event.  We have no idea what Onondaga 
County and NYS alike will allow or regulate as 
these traditions typically occur in late spring. 
 
If you have any ideas or suggestions you would like 
to share, send them to gbaer@syrdiocese.org. 
 
Hopefully, prayerfully, we can get back to this 
cherished ritual! 

Geoff Baer, counselor 



SCHOOL INFORMATION 

Re-Registration Fee Schedule: 

January 2 through March 1: $50 

March 2 through April 1: $100 

April 2 and beyond: $150 

 
Please return re-registration form & required fees to: 
Bishop Ludden Jr-Sr High School 
815 Fay Road 
Syracuse, NY 13219 
Attn: Bridget Buttner 
 
The link to the registration form is bishopludden.org/

admissions/application-process/ 

Re-registration: It’s not too early! 

**Re-registration Fee: All re-registration fees are nonre-
fundable; re-registration is not complete until ALL paper-
work and fee are returned to Bishop Ludden. 

Memories ... 
If you haven’t already, please remember to order your 
yearbook! Just copy and paste the following link:  
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/
customer/1052805/Bishop-Ludden-Jr-Sr-High-School/ 

Bishop Ludden yearbook staff is now accepting orders for year-
books and for PDA ads in the 2021 yearbook, so it’s time to 
choose photos and start working on your message of congratu-
lations, pride, and love. Don’t forget to look through their baby 
book, as parent ads are the perfect place for you to display your 
child’s baby pictures and document their development. 
Go to www.jostensadservice.com .  
  

• Choose your ad size and layout. 

• Collect the photo(s) you want to upload and compose the 
message to fit the ad space. 

• Read all instructions for ad submission. 

• Pay once your ad is ready to submit! Please note that ads 
submitted without online payment will not be printed in 
the yearbook. 

 
It’s as easy as that!  All ads must be paid for and completed by 
February 10 otherwise they cannot be included in the year-
book. Please act now, as there is a limited amount of space for 
parent ads, so buy your ad for your student today! 
 
Additionally, you can purchase your child’s yearbook on this 
website as well. This year, due to COVID-19, you can only order 
yearbooks online at www.jostens.com/yearbooks or by calling 
their order center at 1-877-767-5217. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at 
(rhenderson@syrdiocese.org). 

Yearbook ads deadline Feb. 10 

 If you know of any current sixth grade students who are inter-

ested in Bishop Ludden and may want to take the scholarship 

exam, please let their families know to reach out to Annibell 

Coolican at (315) 579-0086 or acoolican@syrdiocese.org. 

We are offering Shadow Days for interested students, and 

families can come in for a tour of our school. If you are ready 

to enroll your sixth grade student at Bishop Ludden, please 

visit our admissions page at www.BishopLudden.org to find 

the new admissions application!  

New job? Big promotion? On the move? Getting married? 

The birth of a new baby? Whatever it may be, we want to 

celebrate your successes!  

Share your stories with us, so we can share them with the 

rest of the Ludden family! Stories will be shared in the 

Bishop Ludden newsletter, on the website, social media, 

and other outlets with links allowing you to share the 

news as well. Share your good news online, at https://

www.bishopludden.org/alumni/good-news/  

Share your good news! 

Transitioning to junior high school 

The FACTS portal for financial aid for the 21/22 
school year is now open. Deadline is Feb. 15.  

*Fee increases to $100 per student on March 2. 

http://www.jostensadservice.com/
http://www.jostens.com/yearbooks
mailto:rhenderson@syrdiocese.org
mailto:acoolican@syrdiocese.org
http://www.BishopLudden.org
https://www.bishopludden.org/alumni/good-news/
https://www.bishopludden.org/alumni/good-news/


THE ARTS 

   “A Simpler Time” is a light-hearted look at the history of people and 
how they interact with each other. For this show, we are featuring our 
freshmen and sophomore theater members, with a few seniors for 
moral support. 
   Links for the show can be found on BishopLudden.org. Simply go to 
the website homepage and scroll down toward the bottom of the page 
for the dates and links. 
   The show cost is $8, plus a $2.95 service charge for a total of $10.95, 
payable through the ordering site. We encourage you to order in ad-
vance. 
   We hope you would help support the Performing Arts Program and 
join us for this show. We also hope you might consider a small donation 
(or a big one) to our program to help us offset costs for future produc-
tions and to make improvement to the program. 
 
Donations can be mailed to:  
Bishop Ludden Performing Arts 
815 Fay Rd. 
Syracuse NY, 13219 
  
Thanks so much for your continued support of the Performing Arts Pro-
gram here at Bishop Ludden. 
 
Tom P 

Save the date for ‘A Simpler Time’ 

We have a winner! 

Bishop Ludden  

art teacher Rhon-

da Henderson is 

pictured in a 

1985 publication 

as being the win-

ner of a front 

cover design con-

test for her junior 

high school’s 

yearbook. How 

lucky we are to 

have her design-

ing our yearbooks 

here!   

Looking ahead to the Gala 

& After Party ... 

 We have to wait and see what guide-

lines are in place for NYS in the spring, 

however ...  we 

are excited and 

optimistic looking 

ahead to these 

blended events! 

We will keep you 

informed as we 

move ahead. 

The theme for 

this year’s gala 

is ... “Happily Ever After” 



SCRIP PROGRAM: GIVE A GIFT CARD AND EARN MONEY TOWARD TUITION! 

Do you shop at Target? Walmart? Amazon? JCPenney? Marshalls? 
Kohls? Barnes & Noble? Do you eat at Applebees? Olive Garden? Panera 
Bread? Cheesecake Factory? Subway? Dunkin’ Donuts? Are you planning 
a big home improvement project with Lowe’s or Home Depot? How 
about making vacation plans with Airbnb? American Airlines? Hilton Ho-
tels? Carnival Cruise Lines? Disney? 
 
SCRIP gives you the opportunity to earn credit towards your student’s 
tuition when you make your normal purchases from hundreds of retail-
ers 

So, how does it work? 
 
Think of it as substitute money. When you purchase a SCRIP, you’re purchasing a normal gift card to use just 
like cash. But with every card you purchase, you’re earning money back towards the cost of tuition at Lud-
den. SCRIP cards can be used for groceries, clothing, gifts, gasoline, vacations and more! Extended family and 
friends can also order through your student, earning your family even more credit toward tuition! 
 
How does buying a SCRIP generate revenue? 
You order your SCRIP gift cards through the school and pay full face value for them. Bishop Ludden is able to 
buy SCRIP from hundreds of local and nationwide retailers through the Great Lakes Scrip Center at a dis-
count. The discount, which varies from 1.5% to 25%, is returned to you as tuition credit for the following 
school year. 
For example, if you purchase a $50 gift card from a retailer that is offering a 10% discount, you have already 
saved $5 on next year’s tuition bill.  
 
If you’re planning a shopping trip to Target or a dinner at Cheesecake Factory, plan ahead and shop with 
SCRIP! Earn money back in the process — it really adds up. Families have earned hundreds of dollars towards 
their tuition bills. 
 
How do I order SCRIP? 
Download and complete an order form. There is 
a one time $20 set-up fee paid annually, which 
covers shipping costs. Send the order to school 
with your student on the due date (always on a 
Monday) and the rest is up to our SCRIP coordi-
nator. Your SCRIP order is returned to you or 
your student at school the Friday of the same 
week. 
 
If you will not have a student enrolled at BIshop Ludden next year, the rebate amount will be donated to the 
Ludden Fund.t Bishop Ludden, our SCRIP coordinator is Heather Chemotti.  
 
Please feel free to contact Heather at hchemotti9@gmail.com with any questions. For more information, in-
cluding order forms and a full list of participating retailers, visit  www.bishopludden.org. 

Drop off  Pick up 

Feb. 8 Feb. 12 

March 15 March 19 

April 26 April 30 

May 11 May 15 

mailto:hchemotti9@gmail.com


RELIGION 
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“Love is patient, 
love is kind. It 
does not envy, it 
does not boast, 
it is not proud. It 
does not dishon-
or others, it is 
not self-seeking, 
it is not easily 
angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perse-
veres. Love never fails.“ 

 
 1 Corinthians 13:4-8  

The undefeated Bishop Ludden Varsity MasterMinds team continued its dominance 
of the combined Syracuse League with a 455-50 win over Union Springs in the open-
ing game. The team shut-out rival ESM 255-0 in the first half and subbed liberally, 
finishing with a 335-180 final score.  
 
League superstar Paul Kolenda scored 180 individual points, while Captain Aidan 
Craner added 40. Will Anderson chipped in 15, while Dom Chatas scored 10 . George 
O’Malley and Mike Losi contributed to the team score. The team of seniors has qual-
ified for the Small Schools National Championship Tournament in April. Now 8-0, the 
team has a month to prepare for their next outing, an NAQT Tournament set in Tex-
as , the TQBA Bluebonnet Bowl on March 6. 
 
The JV Squad moved to 7-1 with a 185-30 win over Moravia The ESM squad opened a lead in the second half to finish 240-80 
in the second game, Peter Smith was the scoring leader for Bishop Ludden , followed by Pat Hammer with 30. Tess Murry 
and Jon Daher added 10 each. All eight team players, who included Ryan Brady, Fran Todeschini, Bea Gurgol, and Sarah Fink, 
saw significant playing time and helped with bonus points.  
 
The JV team is working on building skill sets in preparation for varsity play in 2021-22. The entire varsity team is graduating, 
so all JV players get equal playing time in games with subbing only allowed at halftime. The team is coached by Maxine Bab-
cock, with assistance from senior Fran Todeschini in JV games. The next MasterMinds meet is on March 8,2021. 

Undefeated Varsity MasterMinds continue league dominance 

Catholic Schools Week is here! 
… and runs from Jan. 31 to Feb. 7  

While festivities may look a bit different 
this year, dedicating a week to cele-
brating the commitment to a Bishop 
Ludden Catholic education is a crucial 
part of our year. Students who attend 
Catholic school receive a challenging, 
high-quality academic experience in a 
supportive environment with an em-
phasis on Catholic values. Bishop Lud-
den is proud to be able to offer a quali-
ty Catholic education to our incredible students and their families, 
as the self-discipline learned, acceptance of responsibility, and the 
ability to respect others all come together to create life-long 
learners.  
 
One activity this year will be for our junior high students to write 
letters to our friends in the Catholic elementary schools in the 
Syracuse area. It is important to us to build relationships with stu-
dents and teachers in the Catholic elementary schools as we are 
all one community. It is our goal to create an environment where 
students know they will be welcomed when transitioning from 
their elementary school to a junior-senior high school. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/passage/?q=1%20corinthians+13:4-8


SCHOOL NEWS 

into 20 to 25 boxes weighing about 90 pounds each and sent 
them to Colombia for young moms and their tots, young ex-
pectant moms, and schoolchildren. 
 
Recalling the carols 
   Then he flew to Colombia and attended the Christmas parties 
where those young people who have seen tough times in their 
lives sang Christmas carols upon his arrival and opened the pre-
sents. 
   “I admire him greatly for that,” said senior Mary Anne Barth, 
who lives about three blocks away and participates at the com-
munity center. 
   Anyone who wants to help him with “Project Smiles” can call 
him at the Eastwood Community Center, 315-437-4011, ext. 2. 
“Things are the way they are right now,” Vergara said. “We all 
have to be careful, we have to ride this through, and hopefully 
next year we’ll all be back in shape and get out there and contin-
ue business, as long as the Lord gives us health.” 
   In his youth, Vergara received a scholarship to attend Bishop 
Ludden Jr./Sr. High School in Syracuse so that he could escape 
an at-risk situation in Medellin, Colombia. He went on to run Big 
Brothers Big Sisters for PEACE, Inc. in Syracuse and to coach soc-
cer for 43 years, including about 37 at Ludden. 
   Now he works part-time for PEACE’s seniors operation at the 
community center, which is closed by directive of the state dur-
ing the pandemic. He checks on the seniors by phone, and the 
seniors call one another too. 
   So instead of lunch inside and then bingo the next day, the 
seniors followed the yellow arrows on the road and drove their 
cars to the spot where they accepted bags of lunch consisting of 
pot roast, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, and cheese-
cake, and also a goody bag. 
   “Everybody gets a [fleece] blanket,” said another Bishop Lud-
den graduate who was putting the goodies in the cars, Eastwood 
Community Center Director Rollin Mincher.  
   “Very concerned, very caring,” Vergara said of Mincher. “The 
ladies love him here.” 
    Sixty-three seniors received their drive-through lunches, and 
11 seniors who are homebound got theirs delivered. 
 
Real-world action 
   Seniors agreed that Mincher and Vergara represent a Ludden 
education in action in the real world. 
   “I think they should have a plaque of them at Bishop Ludden,” 
said Mary Ann Zalewski, who accepted a lunch with Rosemary 
Wood; they are both from Lakeland. 
   Asked what impresses her about the Ludden duo, Zalewski 
said, “Compassion is No. 1. Understanding.” 
   Wood added: “This is a friendly, family-oriented community 
center.” 

   “You need to socialize, you need to have company,” said an-
other senior participant, retired Registered Nurse Pat Carroll, of 
Solvay, a Catholic Sun subscriber who belongs to St. Daniel 
Church in Syracuse. 
   “He’s always looking after us, and making programs, figuring 
out programs for us,” she said of Vergara. In the early summer, 
she said, the seniors put their masks on and took a lake trip with 
him. The pre-pandemic activities for the center are listed online 
as nutrition lunches, wellness programs, dancing, card games, 
day trips, celebrations, and more. 
   “They’re two beautiful young men,” Syracusan Angela D. Mur-
phy said of Mincher and Vergara. “I can say that ’cause I’m 91 
years old. … They are just wonderful, they’re very welcoming. … 
They have many volunteers here. They have all kinds of activities 
for us.” 
   “They are just so good with looking out for the needs of the 
elderly in the community,” local resident Barth said of Mincher 
and Vergara, “and even Oscar when he was on vacation was still 
giving of himself in [Colombia]. He has so many great qualities, 
as does Rollin and Sharon [Morrison, Kitchen Manager].” 
   Yet another Ludden grad is connected with the Eastwood Com-
munity Center,  PEACE, Inc. Executive Director Joseph E. O’Hara, 
whose children — Erin, Mary Margaret, Michael, and Patrick — 
also graduated from Ludden. 
   The drive-through luncheon during the pandemic, he said, 
showed the creativity of the staffers in keeping the seniors con-
nected with the community — “the giveaway with the gifts is a 
nice idea.” 
   “The Bishop Ludden education,” he said, “is a special one.” He 
has always thought that the school “represented what’s best 
about Christianity and the whole notion of charity.” 
 
Why not some luxury? 
   And Vergara, whose daughters — Adriana, Alisa, Amanda, and 
Andrea — also graduated from Ludden, found an alternate form 
of charity for his beloved people in Colombia: “We provided 
them with an ice cream day. … To have an ice cream in Colombia 
is a luxury. Not many kids have it. I grew up, I did not have ice 
cream until I came to the States. It’s expensive.” 
   A woman who 10 years ago lived in one of the residences that 
“Project Smiles” assists now has an ice cream business in Colom-
bia, so Vergara contacted her. In the week before Christmas, she 
delivered ice cream to 98 people at one residence and to 46 
moms and 39 babies at another. 
   “That’s just the beauty of it,” he said. 
   He was sad that he couldn’t be there to see it but “happy be-
cause of what we see here with the young ladies [such as a 93-
year-old] that come by, pick up their lunch, pick up their gift.” 
   In warm or frozen climes, the guy evokes smiles everywhere. 
 

Goodwill   continued from page 3 



A PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE 

Our Bishop Ludden community is vast yet tight-knit. Below is a list of the school districts our students come from  there 
are 20 that range from Geneva to the west, Sandy Creek to the north, Tully to the south and ESM to the east.  

Baldwinsville 
Cato 

Cicero-North Syracuse 
Central Square 

ESM 

Geneva 
Jamesville-DeWitt 

Jordan-Elbridge 
LaFayette 
Liverpool 

Marcellus 
Onondaga Central  

Phoenix 
Sandy Creek 
Syracuse City  

Skaneateles 
Solvay 
Tully 

West Genesee 
Westhill 

Bishop Ludden: A Diverse Community 

Alice Ly-Gunn on her family’s ‘Ludden Legacy’ 

Are you an alum? If not, from where and what class did you 
graduate? 
I am an alumna of Fowler High School I graduated in 1979.  

Why did you choose Bishop Ludden for your son?  
My youngest son chose Bishop Ludden because his older siblings 

graduated from here, he wanted to continue “The Legacy.” My 

daughter, Alice Ly, now Alice Hammond, is actually the one who 

started “The Legacy.” She graduated in 2005. Then JiyHouh Ly, 

my older son, graduated in 2008.  

I chose a Catholic education for my children because I knew this 

is where they would be taught the same faith that I was teaching 

them at home, where Jesus is the center of our life. They had to 

go at least to the eighth grade. Then I let them, as young individ-

uals, choose the high school that they wanted to go to. Needless 

to say, they all chose Bishop Ludden. I was happy with their deci-

sion to attend Ludden.  

What do you love most about Ludden? 
What I love about Ludden is the family supported atmosphere 

and that the faculty really cares about the students. I feel very 

supported by the staff and administrators. We all have a com-

mon bond where Jesus is the center of our community.  

What's the best feedback you've received about your son and 
his time at Ludden? 
The best feedback that I have received about my son is that he is 

a gentleman that he is kind spirited. That he is a good friend to 

the other students. I do know he is a gentle giant.   

In what ways have you seen your son grow personally and aca-
demically over his years here?  
We have seen him grow in many ways here at Bishop Ludden, 

mostly spiritually to me, but also 

with wisdom. I am amazed at how 

all the students have grown up  

over the years  … watching them 

interact with each other through-

out their school career together. 

What stands out to me is how 

Ludden comes together as a fami-

ly in all circumstances, especially 

in times of prayer. 

THAT, Prayer is 

very powerful, 

especially when 

we all pray togeth-

er. 

What would you 
say to families 
thinking about 
enrolling their 
child at Bishop 
Ludden? 
 I would definitely 

recommend Bish-

op Ludden to oth-

er families. It is by the Grace of God, that I have been able to 

have raised my children with a Catholic Education. For this par-

ent, it is by far the best decision that I have ever made to let 

them continue to attend Bishop Ludden Jr/Sr High School. Thank 

You again! Call me if you need anything else. I appreciate you for 

all you do for us here at Ludden.  

Pictured in both photos is Alice Ly-Gunn 

with her son, Christian. Courtesy of Alice Ly-

Gunn 
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ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 

Alumni Spotlights are now on our website under 
the Alumni tab!  

We will be featuring a few alumni every month and 
would love for you to learn more about them! 

Meet John W. Mannion, class of ‘86 

College education:  

Binghamton University, B.A. in Biolo-

gy; State University of New York at 

Oswego, M.S. in Secondary Science  

 

Current occupation:  

New York State Senator – District 50 

 

Professional achievements: 

Chairperson, NYS Senate Develop-

mental Disabilities Committee 

President, West Genesee Teachers’ 

Association 

Advanced Placement biology teacher 

at CBA, Nottingham & West Genesee 

for 28 years 

 

What is the best advice you could 

give current Ludden students? 

Treat everyone well and everything 

else will take care of itself. 

What is your favorite Ludden 

memory? 

Laughter. I took challenging classes, 

as did many of my friends. Whether 

it was in biology class with Mr. Web-

ster, the lunchroom, or on Ludden 

Day, our Ludden life was always 

filled with humor and laughter. 

 

Why are you proud of your Bishop 

Ludden heritage? 

There was a high expectation for not 

just academics and athletics but 

more importantly, behavior. I left 

with the expectation that there is no 

substitute for doing the right thing.  

Why give to Ludden?  
Bishop Ludden welcomes the many gifts 

of our alumni, friends, families and com-

munity members. We are grateful for 

the time of our volunteers who give un-

selfishly to help coordinate our annual 

events, assist in one of the many volun-

teer roles within the school or serve on 

one of our many committees. We thank 

you for all you do to continue to be our 

greatest advocates and supporters! 

With the continued support of our Lud-

den Family we are able to celebrate 

more than 50 years of faith-filled aca-

demic excellence. Whether you pur-

chase a Sweepstakes ticket or make a 

gift to the Ludden Fund, it is your gener-

osity that enables us to provide for fu-

ture generations. 

A common theme from our alumni is 

that they wish for students of today to 

have the same Ludden experience they 

had. With the support and generosity of 

alumni, friends and family, they will. 

By annually supporting the Ludden Fund, 

you are giving back so future genera-

tions can carry on the legacy of a Bishop 

Ludden education. 

Questions? Contact Kathy Gilheney at 

(315) 579-0061 or at kgilhen-

ey@syrdiocese.org. 

John Mannion 

Class Reps Needed! 

If you are interested, contact Courtnee 

Corcoran at CCorcoran@syrdiocese.org. 

From left, class of ‘81 alumni Colleen Salanger 
Scherer, Tim Byrne, and Lisa Procanciek pose dur-
ing a Bishop Ludden fundraising event in the early 
1990s. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Friendship and fundraising 



IN MEMORIAM 

Peter Paul Costello, longtime supporter of Bishop Ludden 
On Sunday, January 3rd at 8:13 p.m. the world lost 

the most outstanding father, upstanding communi-

ty leader, a man filled with a heart of gold and nev-

er-ending love, Mr. Peter Paul Costello. This 

selfless, kind, and strong man departed after a 

great battle as he was called to join the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  

Peter was born to Frank Costello and Rose Ciccarelli in New 

Hartford, New York, on June 29, 1955. His childhood was filled 

with many adventures with his five siblings, eating meatballs out 

of his mother's homemade tomato sauce, and devoting time to 

his faith. Later Peter attended St Francis De Sales High School. 

He was an excellent cross country runner, threw a strong knuck-

leball, and cross country skied with his best buddies. After grad-

uating, Peter studied business and worked towards his bache-

lor's degree in Materials Management from SUNY Empire State 

College. After receiving a job in business, Peter moved to Boston 

where he grew love for Boston sports.  

Throughout his life as a single father, he sacrificed and devoted 

himself to his two cherished daughters and every person around 

him. Peter's faithful heart led him to embrace the 

Catholic community throughout Syracuse. He fre-

quently volunteered his time at St. Margaret's and 

Bishop Ludden. Peter was an outstanding support 

and frequently attended his daughters' sport games. 

When the summer months came, Peter loved to go 

camping. Peter's favorite way to relax was sitting 

with his feet in the water on Lake Ontario at Selkirk 

Shores with his summer family. Peter leaves behind an enor-

mous hole in so many hearts and lives. He will be missed daily as 

we navigate this life without him now.  

Peter will now join his parents, Frank and Rose Costello, and his 

siblings, James Costello, Frank Costello, and Violet Lagotta, in 

sweet hereafter. Peter is survived by his two cherished daugh-

ters, Sarah Rose and Kathryn Louise Costello and his siblings 

John and Marie Costello. Peter is also survived by many family 

and friends including the Costello family, the Hunt family, Lynn, 

and many nieces, nephews, cousins, and grand nephews. Contri-

butions in Peter's memory may be made to a go fund me ac-

count that has been set up at http://gf.me/u/zfg4qu. Words of 

comfort may be expressed at TJPFUNERALHOME.COM. 

Jane Gilheney, longtime supporter of Bishop Ludden 
Jane (Mather) Gilheney January 20, 2021 Jane 

(Mather) Gilheney, 93, of Syracuse, passed away un-

expectedly on Wednesday, January 20. She was born 

on October 6, 1927 to the late Harold and Ella 

Mather. Raised in Tipperary Hill, Jane graduated from 

St. Patrick's School in 1945 and married her husband, 

James, in 1946. She was employed with the NY Tele-

phone Co. and St. Charles Borromeo School, first 

working in the school and then running the school's 

cafeteria. A longtime communicant of St. Charles Church, Jane 

was a member of its Funeral Guild, preparing and serving many 

luncheons. She also volunteered at The Centers at St. Camillus. 

Jane was predeceased by her husband, Jim, in 1993; son, Jeff, in 

2020; sisters, Betty and Pat; and brothers, Mickey and Marty. 

Surviving are her sons, James of Syracuse and Dan-

iel (Kathy) of Camillus; grandchildren, Daniel 

(Maeve), Meghan, Michael and Maggie; and sever-

al nieces, nephews and cousins. Relatives and 

friends may call Tuesday, January 26 from 9:30 to 

11:30 a.m. in St. Charles ~ St. Ann's Parish, 501 

South Orchard Rd., Syracuse. A funeral Mass will 

follow at 11:30 a.m. in the church. Jane will be laid 

to rest in Onondaga County Veterans Memorial 

Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Bish-

op Ludden Junior Senior High School, 815 Fay Rd., Syracuse, NY 

13219 or to St. Charles ~ St. Ann's Parish, 4461 Onondaga Blvd., 

Syracuse, NY 13219. Share condolences 

at www.BuranichFH.com 

HOPE for Bereaved offers support groups that cover many different forms of grief as well as one-on-one counseling. The organi-
zation was founded on the understanding that sharing the journey from grief to hope with others who are going through or 
have experienced the same suffering is essential to the healing process. 

HOPE for Bereaved staffs a Help Line (315) 475-HOPE (4673), publishes a monthly newsletter and presents community educa-

tion programs to stay closely connected with those in need  – always free of charge. 

http://gf.me/u/zfg4qu
http://tjpfuneralhome.com/
http://www.buranichfh.com/
tel:315.475.4673


IN MEMORIAM 

Davida Marie Deaton, Bishop Ludden alumna, Class of ‘83 
Davida "Dee" Marie Deaton, 54, entered into eter-
nal life, Sunday, November 17, 2019, at Transitions 
Hospice, Raleigh, N.C. after an 11-month battle with 
AML. She was fully anointed in the Roman Catholic 
Tradition and surrounded by members of her fami-
ly. Dee was born June 30, 1965, in Syracuse, NY, the 
second of five children born to Vernon Deaton and 
Margo Klein.  
 
She graduated Maria Regina College, Nazareth Col-
lege and LaSalle University with degrees focused on humanities 
and religion. She spent several years as a director of religious 
education and delighted in sharing her faith with the young-
sters. Her passion for children led her to change careers to pro-
vide for her own children, whom she loved beyond measure. 
She faithfully worked for the last 17 years in various roles at 
United Refrigeration, Inc.  
 
On November 14, 1989, she made a life commitment to Jane 
Carroll and together they raised two daughters, Jayda A. Carroll-
Deaton, and Maya E. Carroll-Deaton. Dee was a faithful member 
of St. Mary Catholic Church and found great comfort in the com-

munity there during her health struggles over the 
last 14 years. She was most comfortable at home, 
tinkering with home improvement projects and 
watching Christmas movies with her little family 
and her faithful companions, Chance and Delilah.  
 
Dee is preceded in death by her father, Vernon 
Deaton and her stepbrother, Greg Tolbert. She is 
survived by her life partner, Jane Carroll, her chil-
dren, Jayda and Maya, her mother, Margo, step-

mother Joy, her siblings; David (Erika), Sherri (Randall), Holly 
(MJ) and Kevin and her family in love, the Carrolls, along with a 
host of nieces, nephews. Funeral Service will be held on March 
21, 2020, at St. Mary Catholic Church, Crawford Road, Rock Hill, 
SC. Viewing at 12:00 followed by Service at 1:00 pm. Interment 
will be immediately following at the St. Mary Memorial Garden. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to support her chil-
dren's continuing education and art supply donations will be 
collected for Transitions Hospice House. 

Published in The Herald on Mar. 15, 2020. 

Linda Romancik, Bishop Ludden alumna, Class of ‘66 
Linda Marie (Miceli) Romancik, 72, peacefully 

passed away Nov. 29 at her home in Syracuse, sur-

rounded by her family after a valiant 20-year battle 

with cancer. Born February 13, 1948 on Syracuse's 

West Side to Salvatore A. Miceli and Francis 

(Scrimale) Miceli, she attended St. Patrick's Ele-

mentary School and Bishop Ludden High School.  

After graduating, she worked as an assistant buyer 

at Dey Brothers and Joanna Town, but one of the 

loves of her life was her twenty-plus year career as 

a nursery schoolteacher at St Paul's Methodist 

Church in the Valley. Linda had a patient, gentle, 

and understanding way with children. She is known 

and remembered by many families in the Valley. 

One of her favorite things was to give candy out on 

Halloween and see all the kids she taught throughout the years 

come to her door all dressed up, and they always got an extra 

piece of candy. Her hobbies included gardening, house plants, 

collecting, and spending time at the family camp in the Southern 

Tier. She was an active member in the PTA and vol-

unteered frequently at her children's school. She was 

a communicant of Our Lady of Hope Church where 

she regularly volunteered and shared in altar clean-

ing duties. She loved her Religious trips to Montreal 

with her church group. Above all, she cherished her 

family and loved being with them, especially her new 

grandson, Sal. Linda will always be remembered for 

her gentle manner, pleasant smile, sense of honesty, 

and her selflessness towards others.  

She is survived by her husband of fifty years, Ken; 

her daughter, Sarah; son, John (Angela DeMetro) 

Romancik; grandson, Salvatore (whom she called her 

"One and Only"); her sister, Barbara (Miceli) Stryker; 

brother, Joseph Miceli; several nieces, nephews, and 

cousins. Due to the pandemic, there will be no call-

ing hours. Services and a mass of Christian burial will take place 

at a later date. In lieu of flowers donation can be made in her 

name to Hospice of CNY. 
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