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A New Chapter Begins 

After months of social 

distancing, the Class of 

2020 came together 

one last time for its 

commencement cere-

mony held Sunday, June 

28 on the Bishop Lud-

den athletic field.   

LEFT: Robbie Sexton 

gives the peace sign at 

graduation.  

More  photos of the day 

can be found inside on 

pages 3 and 4. 

Summer Blessing for Families 
May we make our homes places of relaxation, joy, love, peace and safety. 
May we be generous and considerate, not thinking only about ourselves, 

but helping others enjoy the blessings of the summertime. 
Lord God, Creator of all things, guide our steps and strengthen our hearts 

during these months of summer and vacation days. 
Grant us refreshment of mind and body.  

May we constantly strive to make a meaningful difference in the lives of 
our loved ones and in the world around us as we enjoy the warm days of 

summertime. 

- The Catholic Review 



Mrs. Fink's 7th grade math students calculated 
percentages of Skittles based on the numbers 
of each color. They discovered and were sur-
prised that most of the time, red was repre-

sented more than any other color (most of the 
time).   

 
After calculating their percentages, decimals, 
fractions, and predictions, students experi-

mented with the "rainbow effect" of different 
water temps poured over their Skittles and 

created some artwork.  
 

Many Skittles were consumed in the making of 
this project! 

Skittle artwork by Alexi Sheen 

IN THE CLASSROOM 

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians:  

Please send in physicals and immunizations 

by mail drop-off or by email.  

I will be out of the office until September 

( first week of school).  

Feel free to email me at cjack@syrdiocese.org 

with any questions. Stay safe and healthy 

hope to see everyone in the fall! 

A note from Mrs. Jack: 

SENIORS LEAVE THEIR MARKS ... 

Megan 

Virkler  

prepares 

for 

another 

brush 

stroke. 

Jayden 

Burney 

paints  

the art 

room 

floor. 
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CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION 

Our graduates were so hap-

py to celebrate as a class. 

The outdoor setting on the 

athletic field was perfect 

and we were so blessed to 

have good weather on a 

weekend that called for 

nothing but rain and 

storms. Our guest speaker, 

Judge Baker, was excep-

tional. He gave a capti-

vating speech using humor, 

humility and even a little 

bit of history to inspire our 

kids. Our Valedictorian and 

Salutatorian’s address to 

their classmates were also 

remarkable and uplifting. 

And our guests seemed to 

be very pleased with the 

entire service, too – from 

those present to those 

watching the live stream 

and commenting (we had 

more than 1,000 views). 

The teamwork of our facul-

ty and staff in preparing 

this event is also to be 

commended.  
Photos by Ed Mahar and Tami Scott 



CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION (continued from page 3) 

“F eel the rain on your skin 

No one else can feel it for you 

Only you can let it in 

No one else, no one else 

Can speak the words on your lips 

Drench yourself in words unspoken 

Live your life with arms wide open 

Today is where your book begins 

The rest is still unwritten .” 

 “Unwritten” Natasha Bedingfield 

Photos by Ed Mahar, Nicky Jack, and Tami Scott 



SCHOOL NEWS 

Longtime Bishop Ludden social studies teacher Catherine Taddeo 

retired at the end of this school year. At the commencement cere-

mony, the administration named Cathy as the recipient of the 

Lumen Christi Award,  which is the highest honor Bishop Ludden 

presents to the Bishop Ludden School community. Below is an 

edited and abbreviated version of the text read at graduation.  

Cathy began her teaching career in 1971 after graduating from Le 

Moyne College. She earned her Master’s degree from SUNY 

Oswego in 1976. She came to Bishop Ludden in 1986 and since 

then has been an integral member of the Social Studies depart-

ment.  

Because our Lumen Christi award winner is a social studies teach-

er and a student of history, she will, [we] hope, appreciate putting 

all of this in context. The price of a gallon of gas in 1986 was 

$1.61. A movie ticket cost $3.50 (without popcorn or a drink) in 

1986. The Academy Award for Best Picture in 1986 went to “Out 

of Africa” starring Robert Redford and Meryl Streep. The Grammy 

Award for Song of the Year in 1986 was “We Are the World.” 

As a member of the Bishop Ludden faculty, our Lumen Christi 

award winner has witnessed eight presidential elections and five 

men take the presidential oath. She has witnessed the end of the 

Cold War and the collapse of the Iron Curtain. She has witnessed 

the birth of nations—Grenada, Zimbabwe, South Sudan and the 

Czech Republic to name a few. She has witnessed the collapse of 

nations as well—Rhodesia, 

Yugoslavia and the Soviet 

Union among others. She 

was here when the Chal-

lenger exploded and Nelson 

Mandela was released from 

prison. She was here to 

comfort her students on 

9/11 and to help them un-

derstand the meaning of 

Occupy Wall Street and 

Brexit. All of these experi-

ences she has brought to 

her classroom, shared with 

her students and as a result, 

greatly enhanced her students’ experience.  

If our award winner taught 100 students each year for her entire 

career, that would total 4,900 students. It’s safe to say that num-

ber is probably quite a bit higher. Regardless, Cathy  has made a 

difference for thousands of Gaelic Knights over the length of her 

career. On behalf of your students, past and present—Thank you! 

On behalf of the administration, staff and faculty—God bless your 

retirement. We will miss you. 

 

Catherine Taddeo retires 
Receives Lumen Christi Award 

Catherine Taddeo 

Athletic Awards Ceremony recap 
Bishop Ludden had 35 student-athletes named to All-League teams 

• 31 Student-Athletes were named to the All Ludden Team. 

• We say Goodbye and Thank You to our 27 Senior student-
athletes. We appreciate all your contributions to Bishop 
Ludden and the athletic department over the years. 

• Sheriff Shannon Ray was honored with the prestigious Msgr. 
Taylor Award for her dedication toward Bishop Ludden. 

• Seniors Andrew Cervantes and Jayden Burney were recipi-
ents of the A-1 Award. 

• Junior Lauren Petrie and Senior Jimmy McGarvey were the 
recipients of the Father Kevin Joseph Murphy Award. 

• Seniors Megan Virkler and My’kell Kaigler were recipients of 
the Bishop Forey Award. 

• Seniors Emily Monroe and Ryan Devaney were recipients of 
the Bishop Harrison Award. 

• Junior Amelia Lamendola and Senior Robbie Sexton were 
the recipients of the Bishop Cunningham Award. 

• Senior Monte Johnson and Freshman Amarah Streiff were 
the recipients of the Principals Trophy. 

• Seniors Liam Casey and Antonio Scutari were this year’s 
recipients of the "Cause over Self-award scholar athlete 
award. 

• Seniors Sarah Thompson and Noah Kerwin were this year's 
Section 3 Scholar-Athlete Award winners. 
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“So, as you received 

Christ Jesus the Lord, 

walk in him, rooted in 

him and built upon him 

and established in the 

faith as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiv-

ing.” 

Colossians 2:6-7  

Senior Jimmy McGarvey and Sister Beth Ann Dillon plant donated begonias 

next to the front entrance at Ludden.  

Why give to Ludden?  
Bishop Ludden welcomes the many gifts of our alum-

ni, friends, families and community members. We 

are grateful for the time of our volunteers who give 

unselfishly to help coordinate our annual events, 

assist in one of the many volunteer roles within the 

school or serve on one of our many committees. We 

thank you for all you do to continue to be our great-

est advocates and supporters! 

With the continued support of our Ludden Family we 

are able to celebrate more than 50 years of faith-

filled academic excellence. Whether you purchase a 

Sweepstakes ticket or make a gift to the Ludden 

Fund, it is your generosity that enables us to provide 

for future generations. 

A common theme from our alumni is that they wish 

for students of today to have the same Ludden expe-

rience they had. With the support and generosity of 

alumni, friends and family, they will. 

By annually supporting the Ludden Fund, you are 

giving back so future generations can carry on the 

legacy of a Bishop Ludden education. 

Questions? Contact Kathy Gilheney at (315) 579-

0061 or at kgilheney@syrdiocese.org. 

Ludden ‘bling’ pins available 

If interested in purchasing one, please email kathleen@papas-sports.com. 



BACCALAUREATE MASS 

This year’s Baccalaureate Mass was held June 11 at The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.  Bishop Lucia 

presided. Below are snapshots from this very special day. Unless otherwise mentioned, photos are by photog-

rapher Chuck Wainwright, and courtesy of The Catholic Sun.  

Photo by Sister Beth Ann 

Photo by Sister Beth Ann 

Photo by Sister Beth Ann 
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ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: LYNN CHRISTIAN HY, CLASS OF 1994 

Alumni Spotlights are now on our website under the Alumni tab! We will be featuring a few 
alumni every month and would love for you to learn more about them! 

College Education:  
B.S. Sports Management, State University of New York at Buffalo, 
1998 
Current Occupation:  
Chief Development Officer, Food Bank of Central New York 
 
Professional Achievements:  
Women’s Fund of CNY Board Member 2020; Leadership Greater Sy-
racuse, Class of 2016 and Alumni Achievement Award 2018; Associa-
tion of Fundraising Professionals, Central NY Chapter, board member 
2011-2016, board president 2017-2018; 40 Under 40 Award, 2015; 
Administrators of Volunteer Services, board secretary 2006-2007, 
board president 2007-2009 
 
What is the best advice you could give current Ludden students?  
My advice to students is to take advantage of the opportunities that 
are presented to you. The faith-based education offered at Ludden 
presents unique experiences and opportunities. These will help you 
develop strong guiding principles for the rest of your life.  
 
What is your favorite Ludden memory? 
There are so many memories from my days at Ludden but three 
stand out. I was able to take advantage of the trip to Europe offered through the school during my Junior year. 
Guided by Mr. and Mrs. Pietropaolo, we toured Austria, Germany, Switzerland, France, and England. It was an 
amazing experience and I learned so much during that trip.  
 
The second isn’t quite a memory but something I am thankful for every day. During my time at Ludden, I forged 
lifelong friendships with so many people. Fellow students from the class of ‘94 and so many other years are near 
and dear to my heart.  
 
My final memory is unique. I had the opportunity to attend junior high and high school with two of my cousins, 
Sean and Tara. We are very close and I cherish the memories we have together from school.  
 
Wy are you proud of your Bishop Ludden heritage?  
The student body, staff, faculty, and alumni make me proud every day. We have a reputation in the community as 
genuine, caring people and we need a little more of that in our world today.  

Lynn Christian Hy 
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LUDDEN ALUMNUS ANSWERS CALLING TO BECOME PRIEST 
Dennis Walker, Class of 2006, was ordained to transitional deacon for the Diocese of  Syracuse on Friday, June 19 at 
Our Lady of Hope Parish.  Below is a Q&A with Dennis about his faith, his calling, and his time at Ludden, along with 
photos from the June 19 ceremony, taken by photographer Chuck Wainwright and courtesy of The Catholic Sun.  

BL: Please tell us a little about yourself. Where did you 
grow up? Do you have any siblings? What are your hob-
bies?  
DW: I am a 2006 graduate of Bishop Ludden and I am 32 
years old. I am originally from the Valley section of Syra-
cuse. My family and I are parishioners of Our Lady of 
Hope parish (formerly St. James). I have one sister, Di-
ane, who graduated from Ludden a year after me. My 
family owns a small fire sprinkler business (M. Walker 
Sprinkler Co.) that I worked for during high school and 
college. After graduating from Ludden, I attended Le 
Moyne College in Syracuse. I also love watching and 
playing sports, especially baseball, soccer, and golf. My 
favorite team is the Toronto Blue Jays.  
  
BL: When and how did you realize your calling to be-
come a priest?    
DW: I did not really consider priesthood seriously when I 
was in school. Growing up, several people encouraged 
me to consider a vocation, but at that point in my life it 
didn’t truly interest me. I studied accounting at Le 
Moyne College and took a job as an auditor upon gradu-
ating. It was about two years after my college graduation 
that I started to actually feel called to the priesthood. 
Around this time, a few of my friends were seminarians 
and they often talked about what seminary life was like. 
The more I learned about seminary life, the more I grew 
interested in considering priesthood. I liked the idea of 
being with the people of God and ministering the sacra-
ments. 
   As time went on, I felt more called to discern a life of 
service in the Church so I decided to apply to enter semi-
nary. It took a few years of going back and forth to finally 
decide, but I submitted my application and was accepted 
into the Diocese of Syracuse. I started classes at St. 
Mary’s Seminary & University in Baltimore, MD in August 
2015. 
  
BL: Having just recently completed five years of semi-
narian formation, please describe your journey from 
entering the seminary until now. 
DW: I have really enjoyed my time in seminary. My semi-
nary curriculum consists of one year of philosophy, four 
years of theology and a pastoral year. 
 During the school year, life is usually busy. We live in the 
seminary building and are full time students (15 credits).  
   During the week, we gather in the chapel for morning 

Continued on page 12 
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and evening prayer and mass. We also minister at a parish during the 
weekend and have many opportunities for service in the city of Balti-
more. 
   The seminary serves to form us into holy men who will serve the 
people of God by focusing on four dimensions of theology, spirituality, 
human and pastoral. One of the many great things about the seminary 
is the fraternity. During my time in formation, I have made many good 
friends. 
    So far, I have spent four of the five years at St. Mary’s. For the 2018-
19 academic year, I completed a pastoral year at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church in Utica and Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in New Hartford. 
During that year, I lived at the parish and participated in daily parish 
life. 
  
BL: What are your hopes/expectations over the next year? 
DW: I will be in Utica serving as a deacon until the end of July and then 
I will head back to St. Mary’s for my final year of seminary formation. 
While at school, I will finish taking theology classes while further pre-
paring myself for my priesthood ordination in June 2021. My hope 
over the next year is to further grow into a man of God through my 
studies and pastoral work as I get ready for service to the Church of 
Syracuse. I am looking forward to ministering as a deacon through 
preaching as well as presiding at baptisms and marriages. 
  
BL: What is your favorite Bible passage and why? How has it helped 
you on your faith journey? 
DW: Luke 24:13-35, Jesus’ appearance on the Road to Emmaus. I’ve 
always liked this story. The Risen Christ encounters two disciples and 
journeys with them. He is finally revealed in the breaking of the bread. 
I like this passage because it parallels our lives by showing how God 
journeys with us through difficulty. 
  
BL: Do you have a favorite saint? If so, who is it and why does he or 
she stand out for you?  
DW: One of my favorite saints is St. Teresa of Calcutta, a saint who 
lived during my lifetime. During her life, she lived out the Gospel daily. 
She had a profound faith and a great sense of care while ministering to 
some of the poorest people in the world.  
  
BL: As a 2006 Bishop Ludden alum, what was your favorite memory 
as a student?  
DW: I enjoyed the community at Bishop Ludden. I made many friends 
and my teachers were very dedicated. If I recall correctly, every year 
we had a Christmas assembly where students and teachers performed 
skits and songs. It was always a fun time. 
  
BL: What advice would you like to give to our current and former 
students? Our Class of 2020?  
DW: Stay close to God and strive your best to be people of faith, hope 
and love.  

Q&A continued from page 12  

Pictured above, from left, is Brendan Foley, John Leo 

Oduor, retired Bishop Cunningham, and Dennis Walker. 

The three men were recently ordained transitional dea-

cons to become priests next year.  



 

In Memoriam 
Mary Agnes Roickle, former Bishop Ludden school nurse 
Mary Agnes (Graser) Roickle, of Westvale, born on August 15, 
1922 departed this life on May 25, 2020. Maraaay was born to 
William H. and Lena R. Graser in Syracuse, NY, and was raised in 
the Tipperary Hill area. She graduated from St. Patrick’s High 
School in 1940 and then went to The College of St. Rose where 
she received her BS in Nursing in 1944. Later in life she went on 
to receive her certificate of Teaching from SUNY Cortland and 
performed graduate work at Syracuse University. Early in her 
career Mary became a Nursing Instructor at Crouse Irving Hospi-
tal until her marriage to Edward B. Roickle of Fonda, NY in 1946.  
Thereafter she and Ed resided in the cities of Fonda, Albany and 
Utica before settling in Syracuse in 1963. At that time, Mary be-
came Director of In-Service Education at Crouse. She went on to 
become a School Nurse at Bishop Ludden High School and a 
School Nurse Teacher in the Syracuse City School District. She 
retired in 1984 and joined Ed in his own retirement. The couple 
enjoyed fishing, mushrooming, traveling, their grandchildren, 
Notre Dame and Syracuse University Athletics, bridge, and church 
activities. Mary was a past president of the parish council and a 

former trustee of St. Charles Borromeo 
Church. 
 
She was predeceased by her husband 
of 56 years in 2001; her sisters, Cathe-
rine Flavin, and Gertrude Farrington 
McGuire and brothers, Leo and Wil-
liam Graser. Mary is survived by four 
children: Edward W. Roickle (Ruth) of 
New Woodstock, NY, Robert J. Roickle 
(Mary Kay) of Syracuse, NY, Mary Ag-
nes Roickle (Martha Carter) of Colum-
bia, CT, and Rosemary Roickle Ryan 
(Kevin) of Chittenango, NY, as well as 12 grandchildren, and 9 
great grandchildren. 
In lieu of flowers donations in Mary’s memory may be made to 
the Notre Dame Club of Central New York; 8196 Blue Ridge Cir-
cle, Baldwinsville, NY 13027 and/or St. Charles Borromeo Church, 
4471 Onondaga Blvd, Syracuse, NY 13219 

Mary Agnes Roickle 

Catherine Mary Ghidiu, Bishop Ludden alumna, Class of ‘66 
Today we celebrate the life and light of Catherine Mary McKi-
ernan Ghidiu. She did exactly what she wanted with that light 
and life. From a young age, she knew the center of her world 
would be a big, beautiful family and she cultivated that family 
through the years with humor, kindness, and unfailing love.  
 
Born May 23, 1948 in Hartford, Connecticut. Cathy grew up in 
different parts of the country with her family. She graduated 
from Syracuse's Bishop Ludden High School in 1966 and attended 
Powelson Business School and Onondaga Community College. 
Cathy went to work for the college, and filled many positions in 
the Police Academy and the Bursar's Office, retiring in 2006 after 
over 30 years of full and part time work. She would say her life 
was her family, and she was blessed with a handful— three chil-
dren within 20 months of each other: her daughter Jennifer, and 
her twin sons David and John. Cathy raised her family with her 
husband John in Liverpool, New York, where they built solid and 
life-long friendships in their community. In addition to her home 
in Liverpool, Cathy spent many of her summers growing up and 
as an adult at her family cottage in Niantic, Connecticut, where 
she was always known as Catherine Mary, and cherished every 
moment with her extended family. One of Cathy's many talents 
was making beautiful things. If you were fortunate to be a friend 
of hers, you likely have a quilt, a scarf, a holiday decoration or 
another gift that she made with love. She also made the world's 
best apple pie, and magic holiday cookies that instantly disap-
peared.  
 

Over the years, she made many houses 
into warm, welcoming homes. Along 
with their home in Liverpool, she and 
her husband made a home in Penn Yan, 
New York, and a winter home in Dune-
din, Florida. Holidays were very special 
and bright times in these places, wheth-
er it was Christmas, Halloween, or St. 
Patrick's Day. Always one to honor the 
past, Cathy was also constantly living in 
the present. She loved to go antique 
shopping, and her homes were filled 
with objects from years gone by, and 
mementos from family members. While her house was filled with 
warm memories, her garage was filled with motorcycles, which 
she and John often rode to explore new places, near and far. She 
loved to laugh and enjoyed to no end the jokes and silliness of 
her husband and adult children and their partners, and especially 
the ridiculous and inadvertently hilarious things her grandchil-
dren would say and do.  
 
Cathy had a great and busy mind for puzzles - whether it was 
rubik's cubes or jigsaws. In recent years, she would do Sudoku 
with her husband, crosswords with her daughter, and play Words 
with Friends with her friends and her children. She met the love 
of her life at a bar, where they both worked evenings. Cathy is 
survived by her life-long love, John Ghidiu, who served her an 
epicurean meal of hot dog and beans on a table made out of a 

Catherine Mary Ghidiu 

Continued on page 14 



Memory Garden Bricks Available 

Class Representatives Needed! 
IF INTERESTED, CALL BISHOP LUDDEN  

AT 315-468-2591. 

We are so grateful to have your support for the work 
that is being done at Bishop Ludden! The Development 
Office is seeking class representatives and updated infor-
mation to help keep our alumni connected and up to 
date on the great things happening at Bishop Ludden.   

Please follow Bishop Ludden 
on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter!

Planning a reunion? Bishop Ludden would 
love to help!  

For more information, visit  https://
www.bishopludden.org/alumni/reunion-

events/. 

door on their first date in Syracuse, NY. They could often be 
found enjoying activities together, like floating in tubes on Sene-
ca Lake, biking or walking for coffee in Dunedin, and often en-
joyed Sunday morning brunch with their children, grandchildren 
and grand-dogs on the weekends. They could always be found 
enjoying each other's company, no matter where they were. 
John made a habit of waking her up each morning with a cup of 
coffee and a kiss, and he also taught her grandchildren to do the 
same.  
 
Cathy is also survived by two brothers that she loved fiercely - 
Greg and John McKiernan, along with her beloved children and 
their partners: John Ghidiu; David Ghidiu and his wife Katie; Jen-
nifer Ghidiu and her partner Eric Harman. Her grand-dogs, Mag-

gie, Quinn and Piper, and her grandchildren Francis Harman and 
Charlie Harman, along with too many nieces and nephews to 
easily count. Her family was everything to Cathy.  
Along with her surviving family, her love for her family members 
who have passed was overwhelming. She is predeceased by her 
graceful mother, Catherine McKiernan; and her warm and won-
derful father John Francis McKiernan; as well as her intrepid 
brother Robert McKiernan; and her beautiful sister Peggy McKi-
ernan O'Hargan. Generous of spirit, patient and kind, always 
working to make things better, she will be painfully missed. She 
passed away peacefully on March 12, 2020, surrounded by her 
family. Donations can be made in lieu of flowers to the American 
Heart Association. In the words of her grandchildren, "she made 
all of us feel the most special." 

Catherine Mary Ghidiu  
continued from page 13 

Jim was born in Dixon, Illinois and moved to 
Syracuse as a young boy with his family. He 
attended Bishop Ludden High School where 
he developed a strong interest in sports and 
made many lifelong friendships. Jim earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Manage-
ment from LeMoyne College. While living in 
Delray Beach Jim was employed by Yamaha 
Corporation, Bennett Marine. He enjoyed 
living in the Delray area. Jim was especially 
fond of the weather and weekend kayaking 
on the intracoastal.  
 
Jim is survived by his daughter, Meagan (John) Dayton; his son, James P. 
Morrissey; his parents, James and Rita Morrissey; sisters, Ann (Mark) 
Barlow, Kathryn (Thomas) Saxton, Susan (Michael) Junior, Diane (James) 
Chitwood; plus, a number of nieces and nephews. 
 
A memorial service will be held for Jim at a later date. Share condolenc-
es at edwardjryanandson.com  

James D. Morrissey 
former Bishop Ludden student 

James D. Morrissey 

With an engraved brick, you can pay tribute to a 
family member, leave a message for future genera-
tions to see, or simply include your name among 
those who invested in the future of Ludden. 
 
Brick order forms are online, at https://
www.bishopludden.org/alumni/memory-garden/ 

https://www.facebook.com/BishopLudden/
https://www.instagram.com/bishopluddenhs/
https://twitter.com/home
http://www.trailblz.info/bishopludden/gateway/32.41421.aspx
http://www.trailblz.info/bishopludden/gateway/32.41421.aspx
http://www.trailblz.info/bishopludden/gateway/32.41421.aspx

