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“Where character, commitment, 

and community come together in 

a school for all.” 

Seniors Ally Royal, Amelia Lamendola, Alexia Chemotti, Jordan Kochanek, 
and Maryann Sobel walked across the graduation stage June 12 to cele-
brate all their accomplishments and hard work at Ludden.   
 
A few hours later, they were on a bus to Poland, NY where they would play 
in the Section III, Class D championship softball game. They had come so 
far to get to this moment. The energy on and off the field was amazing as 
many families and friends lined the outfield fence in support of the team.   
 
Their 11-8 win on Graduation Day was truly a fairytale ending to their pan-
demic Junior and Senior years.  It is a day that they will never forget.   
 
Congratulations girls-we are so proud of you! 
 
Their story and photo by Jon Rathbun was published in the Herkimer Coun-
ty Times Telegram. 

Section III, Class D Softball Champions! 



SCHOOL NEWS 

IN BRIEF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH RECORDS 
Parents, please drop off or mail 
in a copy of updated health    
records/physicals to the Health 
Office.  
 
Any new students, please send 
your paperwork as well.   

 

YEARBOOKS 
Extra yearbooks are available 
and for sale. Cost is $65. If 
interested, please see or call 
Mrs. Zopff in the Main Office.  

Ludden Day  
Thank you to all the families that helped to make Ludden Day a success!  The                 
response to my request for help was overwhelming!  Thanks to those of you who made 
food/beverage/cash donations — we had so many items that we were able to give our 
students snacks and water on all the exam days! It was also great to see parents         
helping out in person! Some who were there have done every Ludden Day and we were 
fortunate to have some of our new parents join us, too. We hope they will return next 
year!  
 
The students and staff were unanimous in their opinions of this year's Ludden Day — it 
was great to feel "normal" again!  For all of this, I am very grateful and I am looking    
forward to the next school year when we hope to have more events!  And don't worry, I 
will be asking for your help! Thanks again for making this day so special for our           
students!     

Mrs. Pietropaolo 

Europe Trip News 

2022 Trip to Germany and France is scheduled for April! If you are interested, you can find 
the full itinerary and the price options by going to eftours.com and enter the tour # 
2366542EX.  It looks like people are ready to travel again as we are filling up.  Please don't 
wait and miss out on this next adventure.  And of course, feel free to contact Mr. or Mrs. 
Pietropaolo at tpietropaolo@syrdiocese.org or spietropaolo@syrdiocese.org if you have 
any questions. 

Ludden takes 2021 MasterMinds State Championship 

The Bishop Ludden MasterMinds took the MasterMinds 
State Championship title on June 15.  Bishop Ludden, the 
Syracuse Regional Champions,  dropped the opener against 
Pittsford-Mendon, the Rochester League Champions,  in an 
overtime battle which saw the Ludden team lose internet 
throughout the first half of the Zoom championship opening 
game .   
 
Bishop Ludden rebounded to smack Buffalo’s champions, 
City Honors, 325-175.  The final match saw Bishop Ludden 
handily defeat Albany’s Bethlehem 390-230.  Bishop Ludden 
and Bethlehem were tied 2-1 after regulation.  Because Bish-
op Ludden defeated Bethlehem in the head to head battle, 
Bishop Ludden was declared the winner. 
 
Bishop Ludden’s Paul Kolenda was named the MVP of the 
state championship.  Paul scored 205 individual points over 
the three games. Dom Chatas scored 60 points, while Cap-
tain Aidan Craner added 25, and Will Anderson logged 
ten.  George O’Malley, Matt Brunger, Michael Losi, and Fran-
cesca Todescini rounded out the team of seniors who swept 

the Syracuse league with a perfect record.  The team also 
notched seventh place at the NAQT Small School National 
Championship Tournament, Open Division  in April, while 
Paul was named a nationals All-Star for his performance.   
 
MasterMinds 2020-21 operated on Zoom, with 
Buzzin.Live   as the buzzer system.  The events are usually 
timed with eight minute halves ; Covid caused the league to 
use a 16 questions and no timer system.  Tossups are worth 
either 15 ( for early ring-ins)or 10 points.  Penalties for miss-
es during the reading of the question are negative five.  The 
team who scores then has a chance at three bonus questions 
worth ten points apiece.  A player can be incredibly valuable 
to scoring and never log an individual point.  Paul Kolenda, 
who was number five player overall at SSNCT and is a peren-
nial league all-star and current Syracuse League MVP,  is such 
a dominant overall player that it is difficult for his teammates 
to beat him for individual points. Paul has received numer-
ous league and tournament individual honors over his ca-
reer.   
 Continued on page 4 

By Maxine  
Babcock 

http://eftours.com/
mailto:tpietropaolo@syrdiocese.org
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Congratulations! You did it!  

“Do not follow where the 
path may lead. Go  
instead, where there is no 
path, and leave a trail.” 
 

- Ralph Waldo  
Emerson 

GRADUATION—CLASS OF 2021 

Paul Kolenda, Valedictorian Address:  
 

"D uring our time at Ludden we have already built 
a commitment to service, a commitment to character, and 
a commitment to excellence. These traits and our commit-
ment to them paid off for all of us because they gave us the 
tools to aspire to be neuroscientists, engineers, architects, 
teachers, pilots, physicians, nurses, accountants, entrepre-
neurs, deacons, priests, parents, and maybe even pro bas-
ketball players. The spiritual growth and moral develop-
ment we learned at Ludden will turn us into citizens who 
are capable of making ethical decisions, even when it may 
seem unpopular. We have also learned the importance of 
standing up for truth and justice, and we have developed 
our conscience. We do not take the easy way out. We hone 
our critical thinking skills to help us in any career, by solving 
new problems that come up and thinking outside the box in 
order to make progress.”  

Aidan Craner, Salutatorian Address:  
 

"Y ou’re here and alive, despite the odds and 
everything that has been thrown at you in a life ready 
to be determined. You are at the steering wheel— fuel 
up and go. Find your path, and give the trip meaning 
through everything you choose to do along the way, 
not through every mile marker you pass or the price of 
gas. Don’t let the occasional breakdown stop you. I am 
currently fueling my car at an intersection way out in 
the woods. My car is full of pictures and souvenirs, but 
I still haven’t decided which row I will go down. Which-
ever one I choose will only add more to the collection 
in my trunk, and though it may wear down my car, it’s 
purpose will be found wherever it takes me. We are all 
at this intersection.”  



SCHOOL NEWS 

Bishop Ludden prepared for this season by entering a series of 
incredibly hard on-line tournaments against the best schools in 
the country and qualified for numerous championship rounds, 
with a high of second place at the Ithaca Spring Invitational.     
 
Coach Maxine Babcock completed her fifth year volunteering 

her time to the program.  Mrs. Babcock took the program from 
a  0-12 league record five years ago to a perfect season in 2020-
21.   
 
“We never could have done it without five  critical factors, “ 
explained Babcock.   “ Gryffin Hardick entered our program as a 
sophomore four years ago  and completely turned the program 
around.  His  success and captaincy  drew amazing players. The 
current senior  players,(with the exception of Paul, who came up 
his sophomore year), decided to forgo varsity play and stayed 
together on junior varsity during their freshman and sophomore 
seasons to hone their skills for varsity play in their junior and 
senior seasons.  
 
The third factor was meeting   Scott Blish  at the 2020 Geneva 
Tournament. He gave us incredible advice which, combined with 
the team’s daily practice, allowed us to jump over more experi-
enced teams.  Aidan Craner followed Gryffin as captain. Aidan 
ran the team during tournaments and decided on issues such as 
subbing. He did a fantastic job.The final piece of the puzzle was 
Paul Kolenda’s commitment level.  Paul practiced with me 
throughout the entirety of Covid and did every level of NAQT’s 
on-line competition called Buzzword.  Paul was in the top ten of 
the country throughout a series of competitions.  The team 
practiced every day and nationals players committed to daily 
practices over every vacation in 2020-21.  The team only missed 
Christmas Day and Easter.  I am so proud of all of them. “  
 
The varsity  team starts over with current JV players in 2021-
22.  The JV program was 9-2 to tie for the Syracuse JV regular 
season record. 

MasterMinds Continued from page 2 

From left: Paul Kolenda, George O’Malley, Matt 

Brunger, Aidan Craner and Will Anderson. Missing: Dom 

Chatas and Mike Losi. 

Principal's List 
 Micah Baker              
 Gabriella Berry          
 Nicholas Brady           
 Parker Brown             
 Payton Campbell          
 Sofia Gurgol             
 Finnian Hoerl            
 Kyle Lasalle             
 Gabrielle McIntosh       
 Momin Naveed             
 Jaylianna Pascarella     
 Laura Pullano            
 Porter Sheen             
 Amie Snyder              
 Meghan Snyder            

 X'zavion Streiff         
 Lila Acosta              
 Grace Bain-King          
 Joseph Dunham            
 Rose Fallon              
 Elizabeth Gaughan        
 Aidan Glennon            
 Grace Hilton             
 Charlotte Hsiao          
 Ysab Martinez-Vendetti   
 Jack Marvin              
 Grace Olivia             
 Meredith Pessirilo       
 Parker Pichoske          
 Mikhayla Reyes           
 Sophia Rivera            

 John Ruddy               
 Alexi Sheen              
 Blake Sheen              
 Colden Sheen             
 Molly Smith              
 Natalie Testa            
 Paige Townsend           
 James Westers            
 Delia Adams              
 Giana Calangelo          
 Zander Craner            
 Timothy Dunham           
 Grace Fink               
 Jane Haggerty            
 Lilianna Janowski        
 Philip McGarvey          

 Mary Papini              
 Sarah Prowak             
 Wijeong Suh              
 Yeryeong Suh             
 Achol Aroman             
 Ryan Brady               
 Sarah Fink               
 Annie Gaughan            
 Faith Griffin            
 Beatrize Gurgol          
 Brigid Hardick           
 Bailey Mowers            
 Therese Murry            
 Ashley Petragnani        
 Clare Ruddy              
 Amarah Streiff           

 Chloe Ward               
 Alexander Adams          
 Heidi Biernacki          
 Anderson Corriero        
 Ava DiRubbo              
 Lukas Eckert             
 Reese Evans              
 Kieran Hoerl             
 Kaitlyn Kibling          
 Ashley Kochanek          
 Madison Moen             
 Victoria Parsons         
 John Baker               
 Matthew Brunger          

Fourth Quarter Honor Roll 

Continued on next page 
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LUDDEN LIFE 

 Brian Buttner            
 Alexia Chemotti          
 Aidan Craner             
 Michael Gaughan          
 Erin Kerwin              
 Paul Kolenda             
 Michael Losi             
 Nathaniel Maitland       
 Aine McIntyre            
 Mia Mignacca             
 Analeah Morquecho        
 George O'Malley          
 Lauren Petrie            
 Katherine Ruddy          
 Josephine Shattell       
 Francesca Todeschini     
 

High Honors 
 Meghan Ascioti           
 Annaliese Bower          
 Matthew Bradley          
 Nicholas Brunger         
 Ava Carpenter            
 Lillian Catalano         

 Aidan Colangelo          
 Mia DeCarlo              
 Teresa Gilbertsen        
 Everitt Kelley           
 Brenna Lillis            
 Frank Manzi              
 Gabrielle Munroe         
 Maria Natale             
 Avery Nevil              
 Shubh Patel              
 Emmet Ranous             
 Keegan Cain              
 Jackson Catalano         
 Thomas Cervantes         
 Sophia Chemotti          
 Elise Ellison            
 Benjamin Gentile         
 Alexis Netti             
 Kimberly Nguyen          
 Natalie Nojaim           
 Adrianna Parker          
 Hayden Parkhurst         
 Abigail Reynolds         
 Jordynn Howard           

 Michael Masterpole       
 Katherine McCarron       
 Ryan Skanes              
 Peter Smith              
 Kathryn Wiegand          
 Norah Casey              
 Samuel Colella           
 Jonathan Daher           
 Catherine Keegan         
 Allison Kerwin           
 Siobhan Kivlehan         
 Ke'iara Odume            
 Paul Owens               
 Dimitri Reynolds         
 Isabella Rivera          
 Regina Shattell          
 Benjamin Thieben         
 Amelia Tkacz-Jimenez     
 Amelia Adams             
 Sarah Boyea              
 Mark Collins             
 Patrick Hammer           
 Andrew Janowski          
 Joseph McGarvey          

 John Michael Owens       
 Isaiah Patterson         
 William Anderson         
 Caitlin Ascioti          
 Donovan Brooks           
 Dominick Chatas          
 Anya Collins             
 Autumn Despirito         
 John Galeazza            
 Jordan Kochanek          
 Aisha Osbourne           
 Yisu Park    
 

Second Honors 
 Natalie Kearney          
 Cailin Lillis            
 Carter Meneilly          
 Santiago Scott           
 Maxwell Boyea            
 Jonuel Quinones          
 Josephine DeGaetano      
 Isaiah Apps              
 Megan Cameron            
 Evan Cervantes           

 Michael Donohue          
 Bianca Grund             
 Spencer James            
 Andie Leo                
 Aidan Mahar              
 Jesse Armbruster         
 Allison Bradley          
 J'Brielle Bullock        
 Robert Burns             
 Peter Dunham             
 Katie Nguyen             
 Jordan Puchalski         
 Paige Smith              
 Summer Smith             
 Michael DeAngelis        
 Tianqi Jiang             
 Lucille Keegan           
 Deirdre Kivlehan         
 Amelia Lamendola         
 TyJohn Rice              
 Ashlee Robertson         
 Abigail Ryan               

Honor Roll Continued from page 3 

Ludden held an end of the season party for track and field where they tie-dyed shirts, had pizza, and gave out awards that the 

student-athletes earned. For Ludden’s first individual season in many years, there was had a great turn out with 20 athletes. The 

team exceeded expectations and everyone is looking forward to next year already!  Coaches are Heidi Busa and Annibell Coolican. 

Track & Field celebrates first individual season in many years 



ATHLETICS 

Jarin Beauford wins All-CNY Honors  
Earlier this month, Syracuse.com featured the 2021 All-CNY small school foot-

ball team, including our very own Jarin Beauford, a Bishop Ludden junior and 

wide receiver on the football team. The photo to the right and the following 

excerpt, are from Syracuse.com. If you would like to read the full article, visit 

https://www.syracuse.com/highschoolsports/2021/06/meet-the-2021-all-cny-

small-school-football-team.html 

Season stats: Offense: 20 catches, 250 yards, 5 TDs Defense: 23 tackles, 2 

INTs, 1 forced fumble, 92-yard kick return. 

Who (or what) inspires you? My parents inspire me. I see them working so 

hard I just want to make their lives easier one day. Also my brother, Cameron. 

I feel like he was a Division I athlete but the cards just didn’t fall that way. He 

pushes me every day to get better and lets me know that if this is what I wan-

na do, to stay focused. Lastly my nephews Juelz, Major and Zyon. They look 

up to me. I work hard to give them a guide and I want to be something posi-

tive for them to look up to.  

Favorite teacher and class: Mr. Colabufo (English) 

Jarin Beauford. Photo from Syracuse.com 

Patriot National 
 
Co-Player of the Year:  
Kaitlyn Kibling 
 
1st Team All League:  
Kaitlyn Kibling,  
Amarah Streiff 
Maryann Sobel 
 
2nd Team All League:  
Amelia Lamendola, 
Ashley Petragnani 
 
Honorable Mention:  
Alexia Chemotti 
Serena Royal 

Softball All-League names awardees Batter up! 

Tommy Royal Softball Camp  
July 26-29, Ages 7-13, 9 a.m. to Noon, Open to All  

Head Varsity Softball Coach—Bishop Ludden High School/Hopkins Road Park, Liverpool 
Register Now: HOMERUNSYRACUSE.COM 



ATHLETICS 

Baseball All-League 
Awards: 
 
Baseball Patriot All-League Awards 
1st Team:  
Peter and Joe Dunham  
 
2nd Team:  
Joe Adamo and Tim Dunham  
 
Honorable Mention 
Patrick Towsley  

Modified baseball team undefeated, 11-0 

Congratulations to our baseball team on an outstanding               
season. Thank you to our seniors, you will be missed on and 
off the field! 

Big things ahead for this group! 



Axel Rivera and Lauren Petrie were honored at 

the Section 3 Scholar-Athletes Banquet. 

ATHLETICS 

Rivera, Petrie honored 

Track & Field  Taken at the Class D Sectional Championship 

Meet at DeRuyter High School.  
“Sports do 

not build 

character, 
they reveal it.” 

 

 

 

 

Quote attributed to:  

• Renowned basketball 

coach John Wooden  

• Influential sportswriter 

Heywood Hale Broun      



GRADUATION 

Ludden grads visit alma mater feeder school, MHR  

“Catholic education is 

above all a question of 

communicating Christ, 

of helping to form 

Christ in the lives of 

others…” 

- Pope John Paul II 

Our 2021 graduates who 
attended Most Holy Rosary 
and Holy Family had a  
wonderful time visiting 
their alma maters. Thank 
you to all of our friends at 
both schools who held a 
wonderful celebration for 
our graduates that included 
cheers, streamers,                        
noisemakers, special cards, 
drawings, and signs! It was 
so nice to see so many           
elementary students who 
will one day be Bishop     
Ludden grads!  
 

 
Photos by Annibell Coolican 

Top: Holy Family/Ludden 

grads. Middle: Rosary and 

Ludden grads with incoming 

students from Rosary. 

Bottom: Rosary students 

and faculty with 2021 

graduates.  



LUDDEN LIFE 



TENT DAY 

Annual Tent Day 
 
As we wrapped up the year, seniors             
celebrated their annual "Tent Day" with 
Tully's Tenders, Gannon's Ice Cream, 
and some creativity on the sidewalks as 
they drew the logos for their college 
choices! 



RETIREMENT 

 

Thank you and wishing 
you all the best in your  

retirement! 

 
God Bless You! 

Jim Avery 
Health 

Walt Mrozcek 
Spanish 

Dear Bishop Ludden Family: 
After consulting with Bishop Lucia, the administration of the school and school office                    
determined that Father Dan Muscalino’s assignment as a faculty member at Bishop Ludden      
Junior Senior High School has concluded at the end of this academic year, effective June 30, 
2021.  Fr. Dan will be committed to his pastoral responsibilities at St. Francis Xavier Church in 
Marcellus. 
  
Bishop Ludden faculty, staff, the Board of Trustees, parents, and students have been the                
beneficiaries of the camaraderie, humor, insight, and reverent Catholic faith of Fr. Dan. He has 
been and continues to be a blessing to so many people, and we, at the School, and those 
throughout the Diocese, deeply appreciate his devout, passionate, and caring nature — both as 
a teacher and as a priest.  
  
Fr. Dan, we wholeheartedly thank you for your service and time as a vocational religious                  
educator and wish you the very best as you move on to serve the people of your parish and the diocese.  May you            
prevail in peace with our Lord Jesus Christ and embrace the beginning of your new chapter.    
  
To our Parents, Students, Alum and others in our community, we want you to know that the Catholic education that 
will occur inside our school will be carried on by Sister Beth Ann Dillon and the religion department.  Your children, our 
students, and the Ludden community are in good hands as we continue our mission — that Bishop Ludden Junior          
Senior High School exists to further the mission of Jesus Christ by teaching and proclaiming the Gospel, according to 
the sacramental life of the Roman Catholic Church. Through the educational ministry, we promote, develop, and     
appreciate the sacredness of the whole person. We are called to provide a curriculum and school environment, which 
fosters spiritual growth, moral development, academic excellence, extracurricular achievement, critical thinking, and 
life-long learning. This is our stated mission and it will not change — regardless of the change of personnel in our             
building. 
 
To properly recognize and thank Father Dan for his years of service to Bishop Ludden, we will be planning an                    
appropriate farewell with more information forthcoming.   
 

Fr. Dan Muscalino 
Religion 

Thank you, Fr. Dan! 



ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 
Women in STEM: Mandanas an RIT grad  

Bishop Ludden’s STEM Club founding member Sarah Mandanas 
just graduated from Rochester Institute of Technology with her 
Master of Science degree in Sustainable Systems and received a 
Dangermond Fellowship with the Audubon Society. 
 
According to the Audubon Society, “Dangermond fellows are 
being trained for leadership roles in conservation science, pub-
lic policy, and digital mapping careers. They build tools that em-
power scientists and policy experts to advocate for solutions 
that meet human needs and 
protect birds and habitat at 
the same time. The Danger-
mond fellows improve their 
technical and storytelling abil-
ities with the support and 

guidance of mentors, leader-
ship, and resources at both Esri 
and Audubon.” 

 
Mandanas took her Bachelor of Science Degree in Physics from SUNY Geneseo after graduating 
from Bishop Ludden as one of the most medaled Science Olympiad members.  A founding Bishop 
Ludden ChemClub member, she also scored Bishop Ludden’s first perfect Level 6 A+  NYSS-
MA  score at  the  Spring 2013 NYSSMA Festival.  
 
Mandanas had been scheduled to head to Rwanda in 2020 after being selected for Mapping and 
Quantifying the Natural Disaster Resilience of Displaced People with the University of Rwanda 
Center for Geographic Information Systems and Remote Sensing but the 10-week program was 
tabled due to Covid 19.   

Sarah Mandanas as a student at Bishop Ludden. 

Sarah Mandanas 

today. 

Class Reunions: SAVE THE DATES!  
 
Class reunions are being scheduled. Check our website for more information:  
https://www.bishopludden.org/alumni/reunion-events/ 
 

Class of 1970 (50th reunion) 
July 15, 2022 
 

Class of 1980 (40th reunion) 
Postponed 
 

Class of 1981 (40th reunion) 
September 10th &11th, 2021 
 

Class of 1990, 1991, 1992 (30th reunion) 
September 25, 2021 
 
If you missed your reunion or need your contact information updated, please contact 315-459-7201. 

https://www.bishopludden.org/alumni/reunion-events/
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Inaugural  Sports Hall of Fame Date set for  Aug. 1 

• Tickets are now available. 

• Attendance and confirmation of event may be dictated by NYS Covid guidelines. 

• Inductees’ tickets will be distributed foremost. 

• Public tickets will be available first come first served.    

• Future communications through Facebook, emails, and https://www.bishopludden.org/athletics/hall-of-fame/. 

Bishop Ludden High School 

2021 Inaugural Athletic Hall of Fame 

Athlete  Sport      Years 

Mark Wadach  Basketball, Football, Baseball,  Faculty  1966-69 

Phil Harlow  Basketball, Track & Field    1966-69 

Chet DeLucia  Football, Track & Field    1969-73 

Bob Ulrich  Bsketball, Baseball    1970-74 

Joan Thornton  Basketball, Softball, Field Hockey   1973-76 

Martha Mogish Rowe Basketball     1974-77 

Jim Roy   Golf      1974-77 

Gretchen Byrne Burns Basketball, Golf, Soccer, Speed Skating  1974-78 

Mike Naton  Golf, Football     1974-78 

Tom Whelan  Basketball, Cross Country, Lacrosse   1975-79 

Pat Driscoll  Basketball     1982-85 

John Johnstone  Baseball, Basketball    1984-87 

Len Rauch  Basketball, Baseball    1984-87 

Coach 
Terry Quigley  Basketball, Faculty    1963-73 

Dave Didio  Football, Track & Field, AD, Faculty   1966-86 

Jerry Wilcox  Basketball, Faculty    1974-87 

Pat Donnelly  Basketball     1988-2018 

 

Special Recognition 
Carol “Stash” Stanley Softball—STAN MILL MITT    1963-67 

Team 
Green Machine  Basketball     1968-69 


